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Tém lwgc: 7iéu ludn ndy khdo sdt vi tri cua cdc gidm muc nguoi Viét diu tién trong nén chinh tri va x&
hoi Viét Nam vao nhiing nam cudi giai doan thudc dia. No cling xem xét su’ thang tién cua mot sé nhén
vét co nhiéu anh huong trong bdi canh cda su’suy giam cda Gido hg truyén gido, su’ thuc déy cda Vatican
cho viéc hinh thanh Nha tho dén tdc & chdu A vé nhiing thay déi vé dinh ché cling nhu’ van hod cla Gido
hoi Thién chua gido Viét Nam gila hai cudc Thé chién. Tu do, bai viét da khao sat moi lién hé gida duc
tin va chinh tri trong nutc Viét Nam thudc dia, chi ra nhitng thay déi trong gido hdi Thién chia gido Viét
Nam phan anh su’ bt hoa ngady cang gia tang giiia chinh quyén thudc dia va nhitng moéi quan hé ngay
cang Idn hon vdi gido hoi Thién chua gido toan cdu nhu’ thé nao. Diéu nay gidp gidi thich vai tro cua Nha
tho trong xa hoi Viét Nam sau khi nudc nay gianh duoc doc 13p.

Ngay 23 thang 9 ndm 1945, trong khong khi hon loan sau khi H6 Chi Minh doc ban tuyén ngén doc 1ap,
b6n vi giam muc Thién chla gido da ki mot bic thu ngd gli Gido hoang Pius XII. “Nhan dan Viét Nam
than yéu cua ching con”, ho viét, “cau xin Ngudi chic phidc cho nén déc lap cua ching con, mét nén doc
l&p ma nhan dan ching con d& gianh dugc va san sang bao vé bang bat ki gia nao... [Ching con], cac
gidm muc Viét Nam ciu xin Blc gido hoang, Toa thanh Rome, cac Blc Hong vy, cac vi Téng gidm muc,
cac vi linh muc va nha thg Thién chua gido toan thé gidi, dac biét la nudc Phap, ung ho quyét dinh cua

dan toc than yéu cua ching con”.

Mot thang sau, khi binh linh Phap tran vao Sai Gon nham tai 1ap ch& do thudc dia, cac vi gidm muc nay
lai tung ra mét 18i kéu goi cong khai nifa.

D4t nudc Viét Nam than yéu cta ching ta da bi ngoai bang xam |an. D& bao vé nén ddc 1ap cla
dét nudc, bao vé chinh nghia cta cdng li va tu' do, nhitng ngusi con ctia T6 qudc, dudc tinh yéu
nuGc chan chinh dan dat da hi sinh trén chién trudng, néu khdng phai hi sinh thi day chinh 1a
nhitng ban tay hitu dung trong cong cudc tai thiét dat nudc. Trong gid phdt nay, khi ma Hoa
Binh d3 trd lai vai thé gidi, dang Ié ching ta, cling gidng nhu tat ca cac dan toc khac trén trai dat
nay, phai cdng hién sl'c minh cho viéc stra chifa nhitng dé nat cua chién tranh ch khéng phai 13
tao ra nhitng déng d6 nat méi.2

P&y la nhitng 1Gi kéu goi do lanh dao Viét Minh yéu cau, dugc dai phat thanh cla nudc Viét Nam Dan chu
C6ng hoa phd bién, dugc in 8n va bo trén bac thém clia cac nha thd & tan Paris, 1a biéu tugng cua vi tri
té nhi cia cong déng Thién chla gido Viét Nam trong giai doan cach mang, khi ma nhiéu ngudi Thién
chtia gio Viét Nam khong tin réng cuéc cach mang vira méi phat dé sé& khong dan &p tinh than hd héi vé
vién canh sé cé mot Nha thd Thién chia gido doc lap véi nha nudc.

TruGc cach mang Thang Tam, su thang ti€n cia bon vi gidam muc, nhitng ngudi chdp but nhitng 16i kéu
goi néi trén - Nguyén Ba Tong, H6 Ngoc Can, Ngd Binh Thuc va Lé Hitu T - d& dap tan hang rao ngan
cach v& mat sic toc trong hang gido phdm cta Nha thG Thién chua giao Viét Nam, tur thé ki XVII van do
ngudi chau Au ndm gilf, cho dén khi Nguyén B4 Tong dudc t&n phong vao ndm 1933. Méc du con s6

1 “Un appel des évéques en faveur de lindépendence de luer pays”, Bulletin des Missions, January-March 1946, 38-
40.

2 “Messages des quatre évéques vietnnamiens aux chrétiens du monde et aux pueple des etata-unis d’amériqua at
du Royame-uni” (Hanoi Editions de l'office d'information de la république du Vietnam, 1946).
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nay chi chiém mdt phan tu trong tdng s6 giam muc & Viét Nam® vao ndm 1945, cac gido phan ma ho cai
quan lai chiém dén 1,2 triéu ngudi, tic la gan mét nira gido dan, bao gom ca trung tdm Thién chula gido
& mién Bac 1a hai x Bui Chu va Phat Diém. Cac vi giam muc méi dudc tdn phong la nhiing nhan vat
quan trong, dugc coi gan nhu nhirng nha tién tri - ho la nhitng dai dién day quyén luc cila mot cong
dong ton gido cd mai lién hé dang ngay cang md rong trén toan cbi Viét Nam, dai dién cho phan dang
gia tdng cla thé giGi Thién chla giao, dai dién cho tinh than ddc lap [tach] khdi qua kh( truyén gido
trude kia. S8 ngudi Thién chla gido Viét Nam tham gia vao nhitng budi Ié tdn phong va hanh hucng
déng chua tirng thdy — hang ngan ngudi hanh huong trén nhitng doan dudng rat xa dé€ dugc ngdm cac
vi linh muc di ngang qua, hang chuc ngan ngudi doc vé ho trong nhitng 8n phdm Thién chia gido dang
phét trién rat nhanh?. Tiéu ludn nay cho thdy lam thé nao ma nhing vi gidm muc ngudi Viét dau tién va
nhitng cudc hanh huong ciing nhu Iong md dao ma ho tao ra da trg thanh hién tugng mang tinh quéan
chiing ctia ngudi Thién chua gido, khdng thé tach rdi khdi nhitng xdo tron vé mat vén hod va chinh tri
trong giai doan cudi cling clia thdi thudc dia. Nhu nhitng biéu tugng clia su’ binh dang séc tdc trong mot
xa hoi thudng xuyén chia ré, nhu nhitng 1anh tu clia mét su két hgp va dong vién mdi trong cong dong
ngudi Thién chda gido Viét Nam, va nhu mét biéu tugng clia nhitng khat vong phé phan ché do thudc
dia, cac vi giam muc mdi la hién than cla udc md dang ngay cang gia tédng cla rat nhiéu nguGi Thién
chia gido Viét Nam khong nhiing dugc thdy Nha thg thoat khdi qua kh( truyén gido trude kia, ma con
dugc thdy Nha thg trong mot qudc gia da thoat khoi qua khir thudc dia nita.

Cong trinh nghién ctru vé nhirng vi giam muc ngugi Viét dau tién nay miéu ta hinh anh Nha thg Thién
chla gido Viét Nam trong giai doan thudc dia theo hai cach. Thir nhat, d&t van dé vé gia dinh cho rang
m&i quan hé gan bd gitta mot s6 ngudi Thién chia gido Viét Nam vdi ngudi Phap trong giai doan ciing c8
ché& do thudc dia da tiép tuc tn tai trong sudt thdi ki thudc dia®. Su xudt hién clia nhitng vi gidm muc
Viét Nam dau tién la thi du r6 rang vé viéc lam thé nao ma trong nhitng ndm 1920 va 1930, chinh sach
clia Vatican nhdm phat trién cac Nha thd dan tdc da dugc giai thoat khoi nhitng nha truyén gido Au chiu
da tao cd sd cho nhiing tinh cdm dan toc trong cdng dong Thién chla gido Viét Nam, day chinh la cg sd
nhan thitc vai trd ctia Nha thd trong nén chinh tri va x3 hdi Viét Nam sau khi gianh dugc doc 1ap®. Thir
hai, cong trinh nghién clu nay thach thdc nhitng quan niém cho rdng Nha thd Thién chla gido la luc
lugng bao thd, phan dong trong nudc Viét Nam giai doan thudc dia. Vi mot vai danh gid mang tinh hoc
thuat vé Nha thg Thién chla gido chi tép trung vao tinh chat chGng cdng cia Nha thG, Nha thd Thién

3 Ve mét ki thudt, ngudi chdu Au dimg dau cac hdi truyén gido khong phai 1a gidm muc ma 13 dai dién cla Toa
thanh, chifc vu tucng ducng véi gidm muc trong hdi truyén gido chua tham gia vao hang gido phdm ctia Nha thd
dan toc. Tugng ty, nhiing khu vuc ma ho quan Ii cling khong phai la khu vuc do giam muc cai quan hay gido phan
(Ia nhitng thuat ngir tugng ducng), ma la khu vuc dai dién (vicariate). Tuy nhién “giam muc” [évéque] va khu vuc
do giam muc cai quan hay gido phan (bishopic hay diocese) [évéché or diocese] thuGng dugc st dung thay thé cho
“dai dién cta Toan thanh” (apostolic vicar — vicare apostolique) va khu vuc dai dién (vicariate — vicariat) trong cac tai
liéu viét bang ti€ng Phap, con trong cac tai liéu viét bang ti€ng Viét thi cac thuat ngl bishop (gidm muc) va bishopic
hodc diocese (gido phan hodc dia phan) dugc dung khi néi vé cac dai dién cta Toa thanh va khu vutc do dai dién Toa
thanh ngudi chau Au cai quan. Vi vay, dé tranh nham 13n, toi dung thuat ngir bishop (gidm muc) dé ndi v& ngudi
chau Au ditng dau hdi truyén gido trong mét khu vuc hanh chinh va gido phan (diocese) dé chi khu vuc ma ngudi dé
cai quan.

* T& bdo Thién chila gido béng qudc ngit dau tién cb tén 1a Nam Ky Bja phan, hai tudn ra mot s6, nhung tiéng Phap
lai goi la Semaine Religieuse (Tuan bao ton gido) - xuat ban lan dau & Sai Gon vao nam 1908. Nam 1945, cé gan 20
td bdo Thién chua gido xudt ban bang chir qudc nglr. V& bao chi Thién chla gido giai doan thudc dia xin xem
Nguyén Hong Duang — 76n gido trong méi quan hé vén hod va phat trién & Viét Nam (Ha Noi, Khoa hoc X& hdi,
2004, 253-259.

5 Xu hudng nay déc biét thinh hanh trong st ki bing tiéng Viét. Xem 6 Quang Hung, Mdt s6 vén dé lich su’ Thién
chua gido & Viét Nam (Ha Noi, T4 sach Dai hoc Téng hgp Ha Noi, 1991 va Pham Nhu Cuong, chi bién, Mot s6 vén
dé lich sur dao thién chda gido trong lich su’ dén téc Viét Nam (HCMC: Vién Khoa hoc Xa héi va Ban Ton giao Thanh
ph6 H6 Chi Minh, 1988). Xem thém Nicole-Dominique L&, Les Missions Etrangére et la penetration frangaise au
Vietnam (Paris Mouton, 1975).

6 V& Nha thd Thién chia gido & Viét Nam trong cudc chién tranh Pdng Dudng Ian I (1945-1954), xem Claire Tran Thi
Lién, Les Catholiques Vietnamiens pendant la guerre dindependence (1945-1954); Emtre la reconquete coloniale et
la résistance communiste (PhD dissertation, Institu d’Etudes Polotiques de Paris, 1996.
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chla gido Viét Nam thdi hién dai thudng bi qui gian thanh luc lugng d6i lap véi phong trao chinh tri va xa
hoi gilr thé thugng phong & Viét Nam trong thé ki XX’. Diéu nay da can trd cac nha st hoc khao sat qua
trinh chuyén hod cla Thién chla gido tir gido hdi truyén gido sang gido hdi dan tdc, tirc a thanh phan
chu yéu clia nhitng hién tugng ton gido khac nhau trong nira déu thé ki XX, mét giai doan thay déi to I6n
trong ddi s6ng ton gido va vai trd clia nd trong x3 hdi va dsi séng chinh tri & Viét Nam®. Su thiéu ving
nhitng nghién clru vé Thién chia gido Viét Nam thé ki XX cang ddc biét ndi bat khi ta biét rd vai trd quan
trong cta cdng dong Thién chla giéo trong qua trinh thang ti€n va cam quyén cltia 6ng Ngo6 Dinh Diém,
quan diém cla ong nay vé nén van hoa va doi s6ng chinh tri & Viét Nam hién dang dugc gidi han lam
chu y°. Hon nifa, su thiéu vang nhitng nghién clfu v& cac cdng ddng Thién chila gido & bén ngoa| chau
Au giai doan cudi cua thdi ki thudc dia, mot giai doan cuc ki quan trong trong viéc tim hi€u qua trinh phi
thuc dan hoa, khong chi cta nhitng thudc dia cla cac dé qudc chau Au ma con tim hiéu Nha thd Thién
chla gido nita. Cong trinh nghién ctu nhirng vi giam muc dau tién ctia Viét Nam nay, vi vay con gilp lam
sang to khong chi ngudn goc cla Nha thd Thién chia gido doc Idp & Viét Nam va vi tri clia nd trong ddi
s8ng chinh tri va xa hdi Viét Nam hau thudc dia, ma con cho thdy lan sdng thay déi to I6n vé dinh ché va
van hoa trong thé gidi Thién chia gido, tic 1a nhitng thay d&i gép phan tao ra quan diém cta Hoi dong
Vatican II (1962-1965) vé Nha thG Thién chla gido da vadn hoa va toan cau hoa.

Thién chda gido Viét Nam, ché do Phap thudc va Rome: Mdi quan hé dang thay ddi

Phong trao ban dia hoa hang gido phdm trong Nha thd bén ngoai chau Au bét d&u phét trién tir Tong thu
Maximum Illud (Vé viéc truyén ba dic tin trén toan thé gidi) cla gido hoang Benedict XV va Tong thu
Rerum Ecclesiae (V& s ménh clia Thién chla gido)™. Nhifng 15i tuyén b§ nay danh déu su thay doi
quyet dinh trong quan hé giltra Rome V@i cac t6 chirc truyén gido va chinh quyén thudc dia cla cac nudc
chau Au. Trong cac Tong thu Maximum Ilud va Rerum Ecclesiae, Rome dd phé phan thang thirng mai
quan hé gan bd vé mét chinh tri gilita cac phai bd truyén gido va chinh quyén thudc dia cla ngusi chau
Au. Gido hoang Benedict XV viét trong Maximum Iifud: “S& 13 tai hoa néu ngusi cua Toa thanh dem stic
minh ra dé thlic ddy va clng cd uy tin clia manh dat qué huong ma ngudi d6 da bo lai & phia sau, diéu
do sé dé dang dan dén quan diém cho rang Thién chla gido 1a ton gido clia ngudi ngoai quéc, ngudi cai
dao sang Thién chla gido la ngugdi khong con trung thanh véi dan toc cla minh, la ngugi phuc ting doi
héi va su’ th8ng tri cia quyén luc ngoai bang”. Blic Tong thu con phé phan hang gido phdm mang tinh
phan biét chung toc cla Nha thd Thién chia gido lic dd. “Nhitng ngudi coi ngudi ban dia la ching toc ha
dang hay ngudi co tri tué thap kém la da pham sai l[am nghiém trong”, Gido hoang Pius XI viét trong
Rerum Ecclesiae nhu thé. “Kinh nghiém 1au dai chéing minh rdng ngudi dan & cac khu vuc phucng Dong
va phuong Nam xa x6i thudng khdng thdp kém hon ching ta, va cé thé diing ngang hang vdi ching ta,
ngay ca trong linh vuc tri tué nifa. Con néu & ngay trung tam nhiing nudc ban khai c6 nhitng ngudi
khdng cb kha ndng hiéu biét thi ddy cha yéu 1 vi diéu kién s6ng ctia ho ma thdi”.

VE nhiéu mat, Maximum Illud va Rerum Ecclesiae chinh la dinh di€ém cla mét loat cudc cai cach trong
Nha thd Thién chla gido hai ngoai trong ba muci ndm cudi thé ki XIX, khi Rome tim cach phat trién Nha

7 Thi du dién hinh Ia doan ngdn trong tdc phdm md dudng cua David Marr, Vietnamese Tradition on Trial (Berkeley
and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1981), trong d6 éng khang dinh réng viéc Nha thd Thién chda gido
Viét Nam phan doéi chi nghia cong san phan anh tinh than bai bac tinh hién dai vé chinh tri va van hoa. Xem trang
82-86.

8 Cbng trinh gan day vé tdn gido Viét Nam trong giai doan nay, xem Shawn Mchale, Print and Power: Confucianism,
Communism and Buddhism in the Makinh of Modern Vietnam (Holonulu: University of Hawai’s Press, 2004); Philip
Laylor, Goddess on the Rise: Pligrimage and Popular Religion in Vietnam (Holonulu: University of Hawai’s Press,
2004); va Pascal Bourdeaux, Emergence et constution de la comnzunauté du bouddhism Hoa Hao. Une constribution
a I'histoire social du delta Mékong (1935-1945) (PhD dissertation, Ecole pratique des haute etudes, Paris, 2003).
 Xem Phillip Catton, Diem’s Final Failure: Prelude to America’s War in Vietham (Lawrence: University Press of
Kansas, 2003); va Ed Miller, Grand Design: Vision, Power nad Nation-building in America’s Alliance with Ng6 Dinh
Diém, 1954-1960 (PhD dissertation, Harvard University, 2004).

10 B3n dich tiéng Anh Téng thu Maximum Illud va Rerum Ecclesiae trong P. E. Hallett, ed. Selected Papal Letters and
Encyclicals, 1896-1931, vol. 1 (Lodon; Catholic Truth Sociaty, 1939).
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thd mang tinh dan toc & chau A, chau Phi va chau My La Tinh, tirc 1a tim cach téi khdng dinh anh hudng
clia minh sau khi d& mat anh hudng & chau Au sudt hang chuc ndm rong'l. Nhung nhing I5i tuyén bé
noi trén con la su’ doan tuyét mang tinh cach mang véi qua kh(t cia Nha thg Thién chuia gido, cé anh
huGng manh mé déi véi quan hé cla cac phai bo truyén gido véi chinh quyén thudc dia cla ngudi chau
Au. Trong Maximum Illud va Rerum Ecclesiae, Vatican khong chi phé phan nhiing rang buéc mang tinh
chinh tri va nhitng dinh ki€n vé mat chling toc cla gido hdi Thién chula gido hai ngoai, ma con cong nhan
réng thay ddi trong Nha thd Thién chia gido bén ngodi chau Au I3 tat yéu vi dén mét ngdy ndo dé ché
do thudc dia s& phai cdo chung. Gido hoang Pius XI viét trong Rerum Fcclesiae: “Gia sl rang ngudi dan &
mdt ving I3nh thé nao dé... mudn dudc tu do va doc 1ap, ho s& dudi khdi nudc minh nha cdm quyén,
binh linh va cac nha truyén gido ngoai quoc... Ai cling thay thiét hai d6i véi Nha tha sé I6n dén mic nhu
thé ndo... trir phi trudc dé giGi tdng I ban x& da phat trién rong khdp”. Maximum Illud va Rerum
Ecclesiae khang dinh rdng Nha thd Thién chia gido do cac phai bd truyén gido ndm chi la giai doan qua
do trong qua trinh ti€n hoa clia cOng dong Thién chula gido toan cau, va mot ngay nao do nd sé phai cao
chung. Dy ki€n va tham chi con 1ap k€ hoach cho sy suy tan cta Nha thd Thién chia giao do cac phai bd
truyén gido nam, Gido hoang Benedict XV va Pius XI khang dinh rdng ngudi ngoai chau Au s& khdng con
bi han ché& trong cac chiic vu nhu trg t€ va trg giang nifa, ma trong mot thdi gian ngan nifa sé trg thanh
cac giam muc ding dau cac nha thé trong cac qudc gia cta ho. Vi vay, chinh sach mdéi cla Vatican la:
“khéng chi nhdm thoat khéi nhiing rac rdi cia chu nghia dan téc va chu nghia thuc dan... ma con chuén
bi cho tudng lai hdu thudc dia ctia nha thd nira'?”.

athédrale (Tonkin)

e
ing the Cathedral (Tonkin)

Maximum Illud va Rerum Ecclesiae |a nhu‘ng tuyen ngon n6i bat nhat cta phong trao cai cach Nha ths
Thién chua gido, do cac phai b truyen g|ao nam gidr, thoi qua thé gigi Thién chla gido trong nhifng nam
1920 va 1930, mét phong trao thé hién cdi ngudn tu tudng va dinh ché cla Hoi ddng Vatican II. Uu tién
cao nhét la hinh thanh giGi tdng I&* ¢ nhiéu ngudi ban xr hon, nhung Vatican con thic ddy viéc hién dai
hoa chuang trinh hoc tap va cac bién phap giang day trong cac truding ti€u hoc va trudng dong, kéu goi
x0a nan mu chif va ma rong linh vuc in an, tim cach tao ra va ciing cd cac hiép hoi cho gido dan binh
thudng tham gia mot cach truc ti€p hon vao nhitng hoat dong xa hoi va gido duc clia Nha tha.

C4 nhitng ddng co khac nhau an chfa dang sau nhiing cudc cai cach do. Nhiéu ngudi trong t6 chirc
truyén giao cua Vatican, goi la Tuyén truyén Duc tin (Propadanda Fide), cam két thuc hién nhitng cudc
cai cach trong thé gidi Thién chla gido ngoai chau Au day y nghia d6, mot so la vi cach giai thich clia ho
vé niém tin Thién chla gido, s6 khac la d& phan (ng lai chinh sach thién can va lam dung cla chinh
quyén thudc dia. Nhung con nhitng |i do khac nita. Mét la do nhu cau, vi phong trao truyén gido da bi

11 Thi diém quan trong cla nhitng cudc cai cach ban dau nay Ia Théng tri Ad Extremas (V& céc trudng dong cho
gidi tang It ban dia) cua Gido hoang Leo XIII ban hanh ndm 1893, kéu goi dao tao nhiéu haon va tét han cac linh
muc ban dia trong cdc hoi truyén gido chau Au. V& cudc dau tranh gitta Nha thd va nha nudc va nhing thay doi
trong Gido héi Thién chla gido Phap cudi thé ki XIX, xem Ralph Gibson, A Social History of French Catholisim, 1789-
1914 (London, Routledge, 1989).

12 john Pallard, Unknown Pope: Benedict XV (1914-1922) and the Pursuit of Peace (London, Geoffrey Chapman,
1999), 203.
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cac chinh quyén thé tuc & chau Au gidng cho mét don ndng. & Viét Nam, nhiéu phai doan truyén gido
khong con dat dugc dinh cao nhu nhitng nam dau thé ki XX nita va dén giita thé ki thi chi con la cai vo
cla nhirng ngay xua cli ma thoi. Bac biét la trong thap nién 1930, khi chi nghia cdng san trd thanh dong
luc méi dang sau nhitng cudc cai cach cla Vatican, trong khi Nha thd ¢ gang thao ludn nhitng van dé
ma chu nghia Marx-Lenin c6 thé ndi rdt manh va ndi cho rat nhiéu ngudi nghe.

Bat k& ngudn géc 1a nhu thé ndo, cac cudc cai cach cla Vatican da nhanh chdng tao ra nhiing thay doi
c6 y nghia trong ddi s6ng Thién chula gido & Viét Nam. Trong hang thé ki, HGi truyén gido ngoai qudc &
Paris (SMEP) ddng vai trd chli yéu trong viéc truyén gido va gill thé thugng phong trong hang gido pham
Nha thd Thién chia gido Viét Nam'®. DU d3 suy tan tir cuSi thé ki XVII dén dau thé ki XIX**, nhd phong
trao truyén gido dugc hoi sinh & Phap ma su hién dién cla SMEP & Viét Nam da gia tang lién tuc trong
sudt thé ki XIX. O' Viét Nam, Thién chia gido bi coi la ta dao va viéc nhitng ngudi Thién chla gido tham
gia vao nhitng vu bao loan chdng lai triéu dinh nha Nguyén'® d3 dan dén nhitng vu dan dp chdng lai
nhitng ngudi Thién chda gido, va dén lugt nd, ngudi Phdp da coi nhitng vu dan ap dé la cai c§ dé ho
hién dién nhiéu hon & Viét Nam?®®. Viéc mot s6 ngudi Thién chia gido Gng hd luc lugng quan su’ Phap da
tao diéu kién cho cac phai doan truyén giao nhan dugc bao trg trong cac hiép udc hoa binh ki két gila
chinh pha Phap va triéu dinh nha Nguyén. Nhiéu ngudi Thién chla gido con ti€p tuc gilp d& quan doi
Phap trong qua trinh ho tién ra Bac Ky. Trong khi cudc xam lugc Bac Ky dat ddu chdm hét cho giai doan
bai Thién chlia gido cang thang nhat ngay tai cac vung trung tdm Thién chia gido thi nd cling kich hoat
mot loat cac vu xung dét méi. Mac du cac nha truyén gido va chinh quyén thudc dia déu chia sé y tudng
vé tinh uu viét ciia nén van minh Phap va gan bo vdi nhau trong viéc sdp xép cac dinh ché, tir cudi thé ki
XIX, hai bén bat dau va cham, thé hién su’ cdng thang trong quan hé giita chinh quyén thé tuc va ton
gido & ngay chinh qudc!’. Cing thdng gilta cac nha truyén gido va nhitng ngudi Thién chia gido Viét
Nam ciing bt dau phat trién, mot phan la do su' hdp tac clia mdt s6 nha truyén gido véi chinh quyén
thudc dia, phan khac la do thai do ké ca, doi tham chi 1a 10 mang, ciia mot s6 nha truyén gidao dén trong
giai doan 1870 va 1880. TruGc khi Thé chién I két thuc, tam udc gilta chinh quyén thudc dia véi cac phai
bd truyén gido chdu Au va nhitng ngudi Thién chla gido Viét Nam rdt mong manh. Su kién Vatican ¢
dbng cho viéc tdn phong giam muc Viét Nam chi lam cho n6 xau thém ma thoi.

Sau Thé chién I, Rome I&p tiic bat dau cong cudc ban dia hod hang gido phdm Nha thd & chau A. Cudi
nam 1922, mdt vi Khdm sai clia Toa thanh 13 gidm muc Henri Lécroart da dén Viét Nam dé khao sat cac
€6 sG gido duc Thién chla gido, dé xudt mot sd cai cach va c6 gang lam giam cac mdi céng thang gitra
nhitng ngudi truyén gido va ngudi Thién chlda gido Viét Nam. Pinh diém cubc cdng du cla gidm muc
Lécroart |a budi hdi thao clia 6ng v6i mudi ba vi gidm muc ngudi Phap va ngudi Tay Ban Nha & Viét Nam.
Giam muc Lécroart thuc giuc cac doan truyén gido ti€p tuc ma rong cac trudng dong va linh vuc in dn
Thién chua gido & Viét Nam, dé nghi ngudi Thién gido Viét Nam dén Rome dé hoc tép, va kéu goi thanh
lap Kham s(r - tirc la ngudi dai dién clia Vatican & nhirng nuéc ma Rome chua co quan hé truc ti€p - dén
bong Duang. Dé nghi cubi cing da nhanh chong trd thanh van dé gay tranh cai. Trong khi vé i thuyét,
Kham sir chi mang tinh chat ton gido, thi trén thuc t€ ngay tir cudi thé ki XIX, Vatican dd bat dau sir

13 V& vai trd ciia SMEP & Viét Nam trudc thé ki XIX, xin xem Jean Guennou, Missions Etrangére de Paris (Paris,
Fayard, 1986); Main Forest, Les missionnaries frangaise au Tokin at au Siam, 3 vols. (Paris; L'Harmattanm 1998; va
Nguyen Kiém, Su’ du nhdp cda dao thién chua vao Viét Nam tur thé ki XVII dén thé ki XIX (Ha Noi, Hoi Khoa hoc Lich
st Viét Nam, 2001).

14 V& dao Thién chla gido Viét Nam hdi dau thé ki XIX, xem Nola Cooke, “Early Nineteenth-century Viétnamese
Catholics and Others in the Pages of the Annales de la Propagation de la Foi’, Journal of Southeast Asian Studies 35
(June 2004, 261-285).

15 V& sur tham gia cta ngudi Thién chia gido trong cudc bao loan chéng lai hoang d& Minh Mang do L& V&n Khéi cdm
d4u vao ndm 1933, xem tac pham gan day cta Choi Byung Wook, Southern Vietnam under the Reign of Minh Mang
(Ithaca, NY, Southeat Asia Program Publications, Southeast Asia Program, Cornell University; 2004), 95-99.

16 Xem Mark W. MclLeod, The Vietnamese Rosponse to French Intervention, 1862-1874, (Westport, CT: Praeger,
1991).

17 Xem James P. Danghton, An Empire Divided Riligion, Republicanism, and the Making of French Colonialism, 1880-
1914 (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2006).
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dung cac Kham st nhu la d6i trong vai anh hugng cla ché do thudc dia ddi vai cac doan truyén giao
trong cac nudc thudc dia va khu vuc anh hudng clia chau Au. RO nhat la & Trung Québc, Kham sir la Biic
cha Celso Costantini I6n ti€ng chong lai su’ can thié€p cla cac cudng quéc vao cong viéc ndi bo cta Trung
Qudc va la ngudi Gng ho viéc hinh thanh hang gido phdm ngudi ban x(r cho Nha thd Trung Quéc'®. Thuc
t€, cho dén nam 1926, Costantini dd gilp tan phong 6 vi gidam muc ngudi Trung Quoc, day la lan dau
tién k& tir ndm 1685, khi mét ngudi Trung Qudc duy nhat khac la 6ng Luo Wen-Zao dudc tén phong gidm
muc. Hoat dong cla Costantini lam cho dai dién cla Toa thanh & Bong Duong trd thanh vién canh kho
khan d6i vai chinh quyén thudc dia. Ho cho rdng mdi lién hé truc ti€p dau tién nay gilta Rome va Viét
Nam c6 kha nang théi bung 1én tinh than quéc gia trong nhitng ngudi Thién chia gido Viét Nam.

Chinh quyén thudc dia cd |i do d& ma lo 18ng vi truGc chuyén cdng du cla gidm muc Lécroart, mot s
ngudi Thién chla gido c6 anh hudng & Viét Nam da bat dau van dong cho viéc cir dai dién cla Vatican
dén Viét Nam. Ngudi difng sau chién dich nay 1 6ng Nguyén Hitu Bai'°. Nguyén Hitu Bai sinh ndm 1863
& Quang Tri. Ndm 1én mugi tudi dng vao hoc & trudng dong clia SMEP & Penang (Malaysia — ND). Ong
trd lai Viét Nam vao nam 1884, véi chan thong ngdn & Bac Ki. Sau d6 6ng trd thanh bd chinh tinh Thanh
Hoa, sau nay la thanh vién cta si bd cla hoang d€ & Sai Gon, roi thanh vién phai doan hoang gia di
Phap vao ndm 1902. Nguyéen Hitu Bai trg lai Hué vao ndm 1907 va théy triéu dinh dang ndm trong tinh
trang hon loan. NguGi Phap tuyén b6 vua Thanh Thai bi dién va day Ngai ra dao Réunion, mét su kién
cuc ki dang lo d6i véi nhitng ngudi dang dau tranh nhdm bao vé triéu dinh, 1a Nguyén Hiru Bai va ban
ong, 6ng Ngo6 binh Kha, Thugng thu bo L&, mot vi dai than va la cha clia 7 ngugi con trai, trong doé cé
Ngo6 Pinh Thuc (ngudi sau nay sé trd thanh vi giam muc th ba cla Viét Nam) va Ng6 Dinh Diém (sau
nay trd thanh vi Téng théng dau tién clia nudc Viét Nam Céng hoa).

Nguyén Hitu Bai dugc phong Thugng thu vao ndm 1908. Khong lau sau dé 6ng c6 chan trong Vién co
mat, mot cd quan hanh chinh & An Nam. Diéu nay da gilp 6ng gay anh hudng nhan danh nhiing ngudi
Thién chia gido, ddc biét la nhirng nguGi con day tham vong cta gia dinh ho Ng6 ma dng da trg thanh
ngudi cha d& dau sau khi Ngb binh Kha mat vao ndm 1923%°, N&m 1922, Nguyén Hitu Bai tham gia phai
doan cla vua Khai binh trong cudc vién du dén Phap. Nhan chuyén cong du, ng c6 ghé qua Rome va
dé trinh 1én Dlc Giao hoang IGi thinh cau vé viéc thiét 1ap Toa Kham st Toa thanh ¢ Béng Dudng. Pay la
thdi di€ém quan trong trong qua trinh phat trién mai quan hé truc ti€p han gitta nhitng ngudi Thién chla
gido Viét Nam va Rome. Pierre-Marie Gendreau, Giam muc Ha Noi, s¢ rang long nhiét tinh clia Nguyén
H{tu Bai trong viéc thiét 14p Toa Khdm sir sé& khién chinh quyén Phap nghi rdng 6ng “theo dudi muc tiéu
dan tdc chl nghia ... 1am phuang hai cho uy quyén ctia ché dd bao hd?'”. Gendreau di nhan xét chinh
xac vé mdi lo ciia nha cam quyén: nam 1924 Cd quan An ninh clia Phap, trong bao cao vé Nha thd Thién
chua gido & Viét Nam, da ndi rang viéc Vatican thic giuc phai c6 dai dién clia ngudi Viét trong Nha thd |a
c8 gang thdi bung Ién tinh than qudc gia trong cdng dong Gido dén, chi cd Idi cho t6 chic truyén gido
cla Vatican (Propadanda Fide) ma théi. “Nhirng cudc van dong cta Bai (Nguyén Hitu Bai — ND), néu chi
dé thod man thdi kiéu ngao clia 6ng ta thi tu ban than ching s& chang cd gi nguy hi€ém, nhung nhitng

18 Xem Arnulf Camps, “Celo Constatini, Apostolic Delegate in China, 1922-1933: The Changing Role of the Foreign
Missionary” trong Studes in Asian Mission History (Leiden: Brill, 2000), 169-174.

19 V& tiéu sir Nguyén Hitu Bai, xem L& Ngoc Bich, Nhén vét Thién chua gido Viét Nam, thé ki XVIII-XIX-XX (n.p.
2006), 105-110. B

2 Thi dy, ndm 1916 Nguyén Hitu Bai d& dua dugc ngudi con ca ctiia Ngd Dinh Kha 1a Ngb Dinh Khdi vao hang ngii
quan lai cao cdp nhat. Xem “Rapport avec I'administration Cp Mat, 1915-1945", Fonds du Gouverneur General de
I'Indochine (GGI) 65365, Centre des Archives d’Outre-Mer, Aix-en-Provence, France (CAOM).

2 Bishop of Hanoi Pierre-Marie Gendreau to Superior of the SMEP Jean DeGlebriant, December 18, 1922, Gendreau
Letters, Archives of the Société de Missions Etrangére de Paris (SMEP).
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cudc van ddng dé lai phuc vu cho muc tiéu clia Ngai Van Rossum?®?”, ditng dau Thanh bd cla gido triéu
(Sacrée Congregation), mot ngudi “ludn st dung gido dan nhdm chéng lai nudc Phap?”.

Quan churc chinh quyén thudc dia Phap ¢ Dong Duong, von da c6 thai do khdng than thién véi Kham s
Toa thanh, cang to ra that vong khi giam muc Conatantino Aiuti, mot giam muc ngudi Y lam viéc tai
Trung Quéc, dugc bd nhiém lam Khadm s dau tién cla Toa thanh & Ddng Duang va Thai Lan tir ngay 20
thang 5 ndm 1925. Cac nha ngoai giao Phap sg rang chinh phi clia Mussolini cé thé sé st dung Kham st
dé gianh cho ding trong dé ché Phap. BO trudng Ngoai giao Phap viét: “Néu ching ta chdp nhan tién &
nay, thi sau nay chlng ta sé ding quyén gi dé phan ddi néu ngudi ta quyét dinh ma rong ché do nay
sang B3c Phi?**” bia diém dit Toa Kham s(r ciing 1& mot diém tranh cdi nita. Pai s&* Phdp & Vatican dé
dat véi BO trudng B Thudc dia rang néu van phong clia gidm muc Aiuti ddt & Ha NGi, 6ng ta cd thé c
anh hudng tich cuc d6i véi mdi quan hé dang cang thdng gilta nha nudc thudc dia véi nhitng ngudi
truy@n gido dong Dominic ngudi Tay Ban Nha & Hai Phong va Nam Binh?. Nhung Nguyén Hitu Bai lai c6
k€ hoach khac. Bang cach hi€n mot khu dat ¢ Hu€ va bao dam su trg gilp clia Lé Phat An, mot ngudi
Thién chia gido giau c6 6 Sai Gon, dng da thuyét phuc t6 chdic truyén gido clia Vatican (Propadanda
Fide) dat Toa Kham sir & Hué. Toa Kham st van & d6 ngay ca khi chinh quyén thudc dia da c6 géng doi
nhitng vi Khdm st dé bao hon, dugc cr dén sau nay, chuyén di noi khac®®. Viéc dinh thu cia Kham st
nam qua xa hai trung tam quyén Iuc cla Phap lam cho ca chinh quyén thudc dia lan B6 Ngoai giao buc
minh. “Viéc gidm muc Aiuti chon Hug, kinh d6 clia vuong quéc An Nam va ndi dong do cda triéu dinh ch
khdng phai nhitng trung tdm clda ngudi Phap & Viét Nam la Ha Noi va Sai Gon khang dinh ‘cAinh sdch
ban xi? clia Vatican”.

Ngoai mot chuyén quay lai Rome vao nam 1927, giam muc Aiuti § Viét Nam tUr thang 11 nam 1925 cho
dén tan khi qua dgi vao ngay 29 thang 6 nam 1928. Nhiém ki cla 6ng ngdn ngui, nhung né danh dau
mot budc dot pha cla Gido hoi Thién chla gido Viét Nam. Giam muc Aiuti thic giuc cac giam muc chau
Au théng qua tiéu chudn nhap hoc va chuong trinh hoc tap cho cac trudng dong, truding gido Ii va kién
thirc Thién chla gido so dang, cling nhu thic day viéc day chi quéc nglr va thanh 1&p céc thu vién Thién
chla gido trén toan cdi Viét Nam?®. Gidm muc Aiuti con di dau trong viéc van ddng cho su ra ddi cta td
bdo dau tién danh cho gidi tang I Viét Nam, nguyét san Sacerdos Indosinensis, c6 tru s dat & Hué va
dugc xudt ban tlr ndm 1927 dén ndm 1944. Cac vi linh muc ngudi Viét viét hau hét cac bai bao trén an
phdm ba ngdn ngilr (quéc ngii, Latinh va Phap) nay, tir nhitng bai binh ludn kinh thanh va thao luin vé
tam linh, dén nhitng bai vé lich s va xa hoi Thién chla gido. Hai vi giam doc dau tién clia toa bao, limh
muc HO Ngoc Can va linh muc Ngd Binh Thuc, rdi ra sé trd thanh gidm muc thir hai va th{ ba cua Viét
Nam.

Trong nhiém ki ca minh, gidm muc Aiuti d3 tao ra nhiéu phan 'ng dang luu y tir nhitng ngudi Thién
giao Viét Nam han la tir nhitng nha truyén gido. Trudc khi giam muc Aiuti t6i, moét nhém linh muc ngudi

22 Pay 1a néi v& Hong y Willem Marinus Van Rossum (1854-1932), ddng Chua Clru thé Ha Lan, diing dAu Propaganda
Fide tr ndm 1918 dén khi ta th€ vao ndm 1932. Van Rossum hét sirc tin tuGng vao su phat trién ctia Nha thd dan
téc bén ngoai chau Au va la ngudi dirng sau rat nhiéu cai cach cac phai doan truyén gido do Rome tién hanh.

23 “Les Missions Catholiques d'Indochine”, Report of the S{ireté, October 1, 1924, pp.110, Indochine Nouveau Fonds
(ICNF) 1475 (1), CAOM.

24 Memo from Fontenay, French ambassador to the Vatican to Briand, Minister of foreign affairs, December 26, 1928.
Correspondeance Politique et Commercial, 1918-1940 (CPC), vol. 17 (Memoires et Documents Asie) MAE.

% Doulcet, French ambassador to the Vatican, to Briand, Minister of foreign affairs, June 16, 1925. CPC, vol. 17
(Memoires et Documents Asie) MAE.

26 Mdt ban ghi nhé khéng cé chit ki trong van khd B ngoai giao Phap dé ngay 2 thang 1 ndm 1929 chiing té réng
day la mét trong nhitng c8 gang cla toan quyén Pierre Pasquier ddi véi ngudi k& nhiém la Colomaban Drever. Xem
CPC, vol. 17 (Memoires et Documents Asia), MAE.

27 Monguillot, Toan quyén Bbng Dudng guii Perrier, Bd trudng thudc dia, ngay 24 thang 4 ndm 1928, CPC, Volume
17, (Memoires et Documents Asia), MAE.

28 Xem Compte-redue de la réunion des Evéques du groupe Tonkin tenu au Tam Dao le 8-16 Septembre 1926 sous la
présence de S. E. Monseigneur Aiuti, Délégué Apostolique en Indochine (Ha NG&i: Imprimerie Trung Hoa Thién Bao,
1926).
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Viét & Ha Noi d& chuan bi mot budi ddn ti€p long trong, nhung bi gidm muc ngudi Phap cdm. Ong ta bao
céc linh muc réng “day 1a van dé rat t& nhi va cé thé bi hiéu sai*®”. Bao chi clia Phap chi cho céng b6 biic
thu gUii cdc muc ti cia gidm muc Aiuti va nhitng bai tudng thudt ngdn vé nhitng budi xuét hién trudc
céng ching, nhung bao Thién chia gido clia Viét Nam thi chay nhitng bai tudng thuat dai vé nhiing
chuyén viéng thdm cla Aiuti trén khdp cac vling trong cd nudc, thudng la danh méy trang dé noi vé
nhifng hoat dong trong cé mét ngay, cho dang nhirng bai thd va nhiing blc thu ma nhiing chuyén viéng
thdm gdi cdm hiing cho ngudi viét. H6 Ngoc Can tudng thudt trong mot bai béo rang Aiuti doi gdp tiing
thay giao trong moi ngoi trudng Thién chla gido tai dia phuang ma 6ng ghé tham, khen nggi nhirng linh
muc ngudi Viét ndi ti€ng Latin gidi va ca tung cac nha truyén gido ngugi Phap, vi ho da an udng clng vdi
nhithg ddng nghiép ngudi Viét®. Theo mot tac gid thi khi gidm muc Aiuti mat vao ndm 1928, nhiing
ngudi Thién chla gido Viét Nam dbn rdng cac linh muc ngudi Phap, vi sg nhitng thay ddi ma ong la
ngudi dai dién, d3 dau doc 6ng>'.

Tranh cai gia tang

Trong thdi gian dugc cr lam Kham sir ¢ Béng Duadng, giam muc Constatino Aiuti tranh khong Gng ho
c6bng khai cho viéc tan phong gidm muc ngudi Viét. Nhung néu nhin vao hoat dong ctia giam muc Celso
Costantini ¢ nudc Trung Quéc lang giéng thi mdi lién hé gilia viéc cir Kham sur va viéc Rome ung ho gidi
tang I ban x(r trong Nha thS chau A la rat rd. Nhitng tuyén bs cong khai clia gidam muc Aiuti chdng lam
dugc gi nhiéu trong viéc chdm dit méi 1én hé: “Thdi gian dang thay ddi, cac linh muc ban x& chdng can
phai nap sau ai... trong viéc mé mang Nudc Chia®*”, dng da viét trong mot blrc thu ngd nhu thé. Thuc
vay, trong nhitng budi ndi chuyén riéng tu véi cac gidam muc ngudi Phap, Aiuti dd nhanh chdng dat van
dé tan phong gidam muc cho ngudi Viét. Thang 11 nam 1926, Aiuti da noi véi Isidore Domorier, Giam muc
Sai Gon, vé viéc tdch mét khu vuc khdi gido phén cta Sai Gon va Qui Nhan dé thanh 13p gido phan cla
ngudi Viét Nam & Phan Thiét™. Ngudi k& nhiém Aiuti 1 gidm muc Colomban Dreyer — Khdm s Toa
thanh tir nam 1928 dén nam 1936 — va Antonin Prapier — Kham st Toa thanh t nam 1936 dén nam
1951 - ca hai déu la nguGi Phap, c6 quan hé hitu hao hon véi chinh quyén thudc dia, nhung trong suct
nhitng ndm 1930 déu c8 gang van dong cho viéc thanh 18p gido phan cho ngudi Viét. Ngoai ba gido phan
da cd trudc nam 1945 la Phat Diém, Bui Chu va Vinh Long, Dreyer va Darpier con dé nghi thanh |1ap gido
phan Viét Nam & Vinh, Pht Tho/Son Tay va My Tho, nhung khdng thanh cong™”.

Pa s6 cac giam muc ctia SMEP va ngugGi truyén gido ngoai quéc phan d6i viéc tdn phong giam muc cho
ngudi Viét. Isidore Dumortier, Giam muc Sai Gon, cé I la nguGi phan d6i quyét liét nhat y tudng nay.
Ong bién ludn rdng “rd rang la viéc dat van dé vé sir ménh cla ngudi ban xr 8 Pong Duong sé chang
mang lai Igi 16c gi cho viéc vinh danh Thién Chda va su an lac cGa linh hdn®*”. C& nhan 6ng cling chdng
dudc Igi 16c gi vi néu cd gidam muc ngudi Viét & dong bang séng Mekong thi mot vung dong IGa tri phd
s€ khéng con nam dudi quyén quan li cia 6ng nifa. Viéc phan ddi cla Dumortier c6 vé nhu’ con ¢ ngudn
gdc tir quan diém vé chang tdc, trong nhitng thu tir giao thiép thdi gian dé 6ng da goi ngudi Viét a “moi
rg”. Nhung Andréa Eloy, Giam muc gidao phan Vinh, mot ngudi c6 dau éc cdi md va cé quan hé tot vai

2 Gendreau to Deguébriant, Novembre 13, 1925, Gendreaau letters, SMEP.

30 H5 Ngoc Can, “Blic khdm st Toa thanh viéng dia phan Hu&”, Nam Ky Bia Phan, April 8, 1936.

31 Thé Hung, “L'eglise catholique et la conlonisation francaise”, Etudes Vietnamienes no 53 (1978). Tac gia bai bao
mang tinh chinh tri nay khong trich dan ngudn nao va t6i cling khong tim thay tham chi€u nao khac vé IGi don nay.

32 Constantino Aiuti, “Une lettre circulaire de S. E. le délégué apostolique au clergé at au fideles dindochine”. L gvenir
du Tonkin, February 5, 1926

33 Bishop of Sai Gon Isidore Dumortier to DeGuebriant, Novamber 16, 1926, Mumortier Letters, SMEP.

34 Xem Eloy to the head of the SMEP delegation at the Vatican, Eugéne Garnier, December 3, 1935. Eloy Letters,
SMEP, Deguébriant to Drever, November 8, 1934, Deguébriant letters, SMEP, Dumortier to Garnier, April 8, 1935,
Dumortier Letters, SMEP.

% Xem Letters from Dumortier to Deguébriant from November 16, 1926 August 8, 1934, September 15, 1934,
October 13, 1934, and April 8, 1935, Dumortier Letters, SMEP. Céng van tir van khé B0 ngoai giao Phap dé nghi
Dumortier khdng nhitng phan d6i viéc phan chia gidao phan clia 6ng ma con théng bao cho chinh quyén thudc dia vdi
hi vong la ho sé chan diing y ki€én nay. Xem Charles-Roux, French ambassador to the Vatican, to Laval, minister of
foreign affairs, December 4, 1934, CPC, vol. 41 (Memoire et Documents Asie), MAE.
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gidi tang I Viét Nam ciing phan d6i. Nam 1932 va 1935, khi Dreyer dé nghi thanh lap gido phan mdi
tach ra tr gido phan Vinh thi Eloy thuyét phuc ding thuc hién dé nghi nay, vién cd rang khong cé du
ngudn luc va cac linh muc Viét Nam hoc tap chua dén ndi dén chén®. Trong s§ cac gidm muc chau Au,
chi cd hai nguGi tng ho viéc tan phong gidm muc Viét Nam: Aléxandre Marcou, giam muc Phat Diém, ngi
sau nay sé thanh lap gido phan Viét Nam dau tién, va Eugene Allys giam muc Hu€, mot ngudi cé quan hé
gan glii véi Nguyén H{tu Bai.

Bat chap nhitng phan dé6i nhu vay nhirng thanh phan tién bo trong du’ luan cla cac nha truyén gido trén
thé giGi bt dau ban dén viéc ban dia hod hang gido phdm Nha thd & Viét Nam. Téc gia bai bdo “Nha thd
§ x(r Béng Duong thudc Phép” trén t& Catholic Mission xudt ban & M§ vao thang 4 ndm 1931, dé khang
dinh bang nhitng I6i phan nd clia 6ng Jean DeGuebriant, di'ng dau SMEP Iic dd, rang gidi tdng I Viét
Nam “la nan nhan cla su bat cong qua dang, néu chinh pht Phap khéng phan d6i va khong cé su a tong
clia nhitng ngudi truyén gido thi cd chuc ngudi trong s& ho da cd thé trd thanh gidm muc®’”. Cang ngay
cang c6 dong nguGi Viét khdng theo dao ng hd viéc tan phong giam muc la ngudi Viét Nam, dang chd y
nhé't38Ié cac 6ng Bui Quang Chiéu va Nguyén Phan Long, hai dang vién c6 danh vong cua Bang Lap
hién*®.

Chinh quyén thudc dia to thai dd ranh manh, nhung cudi cting cling khdng thé nao ngan chdn dugc [tién
trinh nay]. Tién cudc cho trd ngoai giao trong khi su doi dau vdgi Vatican dang ngay cang gia tang sé
khong phai la nho, con cd sG phap Ii cho viéc phan dGi ciling da bi lung lay. Chinh quyén thudc dia cling
nhan thirc dugc rdng ch&€ do thudc dia sé& bi du’ luan coi thudng néu né phan ddi cai cach, déc biét la sau
khi biét rdng vi giam muc Viét Nam dau tién s& dugc moi thanh phan trong x& hoi chao dén. Nhu
Pasquier, Toan quyén Bong Duang viét: “Noi vé du luan ctia ngudi bén luong lan ngudi Thién chla gido
Annam... du luan to ra hai long mét cach khdng can gidu giém truGc thai dd cua Vatican vé cac van dé
clia A chau trong may ndm gan day. Bao chi d6i Iap... do nhitng ngudi An Nam cuc ta kiém soét da binh
ludn mot cach co thién y vé viéc tdn phong cac gidm muc Trung Hoa va khéng quén so sanh “quan diém
cdi m3” cta Vatican véi “quan diém hep hoi” cta chinh quyén thudc dia®*”. M3c du nhitng ngudi k&
nhiém Aiuti c6 quan hé than thién hon vdi chinh quyén thudc dia, nhung tir dau nhitng nam 1930, viéc
phan déi giam muc ngudi Viét da trd thanh van dé qua I6n déi vai Phap. Nhu Charles-Roux, Dai sir Phap
& Vatican, viét ndm 1933: “Ching ta gap khé khdn trong viéc lam cho Vatican hi€u dudc su’ chéng ddi
cla chung ta d6i véi viéc phong mot trong nhiing than déan trong xr thudc dia cla ching ta vinh du clia
gido si va chirc vu giam muc. Chdng ta la mét trong nhitng nguGi chi€ém c thudc dia co tu tudng tu do
nhat, khai niém “chinh sach ban x&” va “chinh sach lién két” la do ching ta dua ra. Lam sao ching ta c
thé& cho réng day & phucng phép tdi chi vi Vatican &p dung phucng phap d6?"*°. M3c du nhitng cudc bao
loan lan rdng trong khap cac ving qué & Viét Nam trong nhitng ndm 1930, 1931 lam cho T& chirc truyén
giao cla Vatican (Propadanda Fide) phai hodn viéc tdn phong giam muc Viét Nam dén gan hai ndm,
nhung ngay tir dau nhitng ndm 1930, ca chinh quyén thudc dia Ian SMEP déu chp nhan khdng dé van
dé di xa han nira.

Ngay sau khi SMEP chdp nhén rang viéc phan déi cia ho sé& khéng ngdn can Té chiic truyén gido cla
Vatican (Propadanda Fide) tdn phong gidm muc Viét Nam, ho da xac dinh gido phan, nai vi tan giam muc
ngudi Viét c6 thé dé thanh cdng hon ca. Cudi ndm 1931, ngudi ta ddng y rang gido phan Phat Diém, bao
goém ca hai tinh Ninh Binh va Thanh Hod, mét trong nhitng cong dong Thién chla gido lau d&i nhat Viét

36 Eloy to Garnier, December 3, 1935, Eloy Letters, SMEP.

37 DeGuébriant to the prefect of Propaganda Fide, Fumasoni-Biondi (khdng ghi ngay thang, cé thé dugc mét ngudi
nao dé viét vao thang 4 nam 1934). DeGuébriant letters, SMEP

38 pasquier, gonernor general of indochina, to Perrier, minister of colonies, April 24, 1928, CPC, vol. 17, (Memoires et
Documents Asie), MAE.

39Nt

40 Charles_Roux, French ambassador to the Vatican, to Paul-Boucour, minister of foreign affairs, February 20, 1933,
CPC, vol. 41 (Momoires et Documents Asie), MAE.
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Nam, 13 khu vuc thuan Igi nhat*. C6 nhiéu Ii do d& lua chon Phat Diém. Ti 1& ngudi Thién chia gido trong
giao phan mdi la khoang 25%, cao nhat trong tat ca cac giao phan G Viét Nam. NguGi Thién chia gido lai
tap trung trong mét khu vuc hep, viéc quan Ii gido phan mdi sé de dang hon. Tinh Ninh Binh con co rat
nhiéu ngudi giang day gido Ii - tinh nay chi chi€ém moét nlra gido phan Phat Diém, nhung c6 t6i 80%
ngudi giang gido li trong toan gido phan*2. Aléxandre Marcou, gidm muc Phat Diém ciing 13 Ii do quan
trong cho viéc lua chon nay, nhu DeGuébriant viét: “Lay Chua, trong tat ca cac giém muc cla chung ta,
Pirc cha Marcou 1a ngudi nhin xa trong rdng nhat vé nhitng chuyén hoa khdng thé nao tranh khdi*”.

Khi ngusi ta biét r6 rang Phat Diém sé la gido phan dau tién do gidm muc ngudi Viét cai quan thi nd
cling trd thanh nai tranh chdp gitta nhitng cach viét khac nhau vé qua kh( clia dao Thién chla gido &
Viét Nam. Nha thG Kim San, tru s@ gido phan, dugc xdy dung theo IGi nlra Gothic, nifa chuia chién, da
kich thich nhitng suy nghi vé tinh chat lai tap clia Thién chla gido & Viét Nam: Graham Green da to ra vo
cling kinh ngac trudc canh tugng nha thd véi “thap chudng c6 chdi nha dai theo ki€u phuang Péng” véi
“nhitng cdi cOt to dung lam tlr mét than cay va ban thd dudc quét san dd ruc, trong giong chua Phat
gido hon la nha thd Thién chia gido*”. Tinh chét lai tap clia nha thd thé hién chinh ddi s6ng clia ngudi
xdy dung nd: ddy la linh muc Tran Luc (nguGi Phap goi la Cha Sau, ngugi Viét goi la Cu Sau hay Co Sau),
dudc moi ngudi yéu qui dén mic theo ngugi ta ndi la cd tGi bdn muci ngan ngudi tham du dam tang cua
ong. Tran Luc sinh ndam 1825, dugc phong linh muc ndm 1855 va ngay sau dé phai trén chay Ién vung
ndi gan Lang San vi mot trong nhiing dao du sat ta cia vua Ty Dlrc. Tran Luc trd lai déng bang song
H6ng vao nam 1880. Quan hé cua 0ng vdi nhitng nha truyén gido ngudi Phap lam cho ong trd thanh
déng minh v gia cta ngudi Phap trong cudc xam lang Bac Ki. Tran Luc déng vai trd nha ngoai giao giira
ngudi Phap va triéu dinh Viét Nam, ti€p Toan quyén Delanessan, Maréchal Lyauty, roi Lord George
Curzon, va nhiéu yéu nhan khac nira. Nhiém vu cudi cing ctia dGi 6ng la chi huy xay dung toa nha ma su
réc réi cia nd thé hién chinh su phirc tap cla dgi dng. Cong trinh dugc khdéi cong vao ndm 1891 va hoan
thanh vao nam 1899, ciing la nam 6ng mat. Ong dugc chon, theo ding udc nguyén cia mimh, ngay
dudi chan nha tho.

Nhu’ng tac pham viét vé Tran Luc xudt hién vao dau thap nién 1930 cho thay quan niém khac nhau cla
nguGi Au va ngu‘dl Viét V& trién vong cta Nha thd clia ho tai thdi diém tan phong vi giam muc ngudi Viét
dau tién. Tac pham viét vé ti€u st ciia Tran Luc dai nhat bang tiéng Phap la clia Dlc cha Olichon, ngudi
ding dau Lién hiép nhitng nha truyén gido cla gidi tang It Phap, xudt ban nam 1930. Giéng nhu nhiéu
nha truyén gido khac, Olichon tin rdng cudc ddi clia Tran Luc chirng to rang Nha ths co vai tro trong ché
d6 thudc dia Phap & Viét Nam. Tran Luc “Yéu nudc Phap mot cach chan thanh va phuc vu nudc Phap
theo cach riéng” vi “6ng yéu Chua trudc hét, sau Chila mdi dén td quéc” — dng “cam thay trdi tim cla
ngudi Thién chia gido dap dudi vo boc chdng gido quyén” ma nudc Phap thudng thé hién. Dudi ngdi but
ctia Olichon, cudc ddi clia vi ¢6 dao hién ra nhu’ mét cdu chuyén ngu ngdn vé long mé dao, nhac nhd doc
gia rang nhiing ngudi Thién chia gido Viét Nam, su thanh cong clia quan hé Viét-Phap phai co mot vi tri
déc biét trong m&i “quan hé ddc biét” cla ch€ d6 Phap thudc & Viét Nam. “Trong thdi diém, khi ma van
d@ thudc dia trd thanh cuc ki cdp bach, bai hoc vé cudc d&i Cha Sau rat dang dé ching ta suy ngam. Néu
ddng la d6i véi tat cd cac dan téc van minh, chinh tri trong tugng lai s€ la chinh tri cla sy lién két, thi
van déslé lam sao 16i kéo va sir dung dudc nhitng ngugi cong tac day gia tri cta vi linh muc & Phat
Diém?™"

Céc tac phdm viét vé cudc ddi clia Tran Luc do nhiing ngudi Thién chua gido Viét Nam chap but lai cung
cap cho ta nhitng quan niém trai ngugc nhau. Ong Joseph Tran, tac gia cudn tiéu st Tran Luc dai nhat
bang ti€ng Viét xudt ban trong giai doan nay, viét rang “su gilp d& ma 6ng danh cho ngudi Phap va

# Viéc thanh I&p gido phan Viét Nam da chia gido phan Phat Diém do SMEP cai quan thanh hai phan. Gido phan mdi
cla ngudi Viét Nam van gilr tén cii, con phan con lai cla gido phan cli mang tén gido phan Thanh Hoa do SMEP cai
quan.

42 Bishop of Phat Diém Aléxandre Marcou to Deguébriant, June 8, 1930, Marcou Letters, SMEP.

*Deguébriant to Gendreau, June 4, 1930, Deguébriant Letters, SMEP.

* Graham Green, The Quiet American (New York, Penguin Books, 1996), 47

45 Monsignor Olichon, Le Baron de Phat Diem ( Histoire d'un pétre tonkinois) (Paris, Bloud et Gav., 1930, 9, 133.
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nhitng ngudi Viét theo Phap Ia to I6n, nhung day I3 diéu toi khdng thé giai thich dugc™” Con P. Quynh
thi viét trong tap chi Sacerdos Indosinenis rang viéc Tran Luc lién két véi Phap chi chiing to rang 6ng da
bao vé cdng dbéng ton gido cla dng trong giai doan bi birc hai va da Igi dung ngoai giao dé bao vé dan
tdc 6ng khi vii luc da khong con la lua chon nita: tuy nhién, Tran Luc la “mo6t ngudi yéu nudc ... ngudi
thé hién rang quan hé gilta nguyén tic ctia Nha thd Thién chia gido va dan tdc la rd rang®’”. M6t bai bao
gdm ba phéan clia P. Quynh: “Cau chuyén ba thé ki: tir cu hién dén Dlc Cha Tong” thé hién su’ phat trién
clia dao Thién chua gido ngodi chau Au dudc md ta trong Maximum Illud va Rerum Ecclesiae, cling dugc
dich va dang trong tap chi néi trén cach d6 vai ndm. P. Quynh viét rdng tir khi nhitng nha truyén gido
dén A chau, “viéc cai dao, dao tao cac vi linh muc ban x ludn la cdng viéc ¢6 tam quan trong bac nhat”.
Hién nay, “ching ta da thdy nguGi Trung Quoc, ngudi Nhat Ban, roi ngudi An DO trudc do ... troi day va
cai quan giao khu cta ho. S& dén lugt ching ta, va chung ta s& dugc chiing kién vinh dy d6”. Cau
chuyén cta P. Quynh vé dao Thién chia & Viét Nam la cdu chuyén tan dudng sy ti€n bd. Ong khong
nhac tdi nhitng chi tiét ¢ thé lam x&u di hinh anh dé — éng hdu nhu khdng nhac téi nhitng vu bao hanh
chdng nguGi Thién chla gido trong thé ki XIX hay mai lién hé cia Nha thg vai viéc cing ¢ chinh quyén
thudc dia ctia Phap. C6 thé day khdng phai la cudn lich st chinh xac nh&t vé Nha thd Thién chia gido
Viét Nam, nhung n6 da xuat hién didng lGc. DGi vGi nhiéu nguGi Thién chla gido Viét Nam, viéc tan
phong gidm muc cho mot trong nhitng ngudi dong bao clia ho cé nghia la ho da dat dén mot giai doan
mdi trong lich st cla minh.

Y

Nguyén Ba Tong va “tinh than qudc gia” Thién chaa gido cia ngu'di Viét

Gido hoang Pius XI tdn phong Nguyén B4 Tong cing véi mot gidm muc An Dg va hai giam muc Trung
Quodc tai Nha thd Thanh Peter Basilica vao ngay 11 thang 6 nam 1933. Nguyén Ba Tong sinh ra trong
mot gia dinh Thién chla gido 1au ddi tai tinh GO Cong, déng bang séng Clu Long va bat dau cudc hanh
trinh dén chdc giam muc tir cach d6 sau muci Idm ndm. Mot nha truyén gido ngudi Phap xac dinh
Nguyén Ba Tong la mét hoc sinh cd trién vong ngay t khi cdu dang hoc tiéu hoc va da guri cdu dén hoc
tai trudng trung hoc Fréres des Ecoles Chrétiennes ¢ My Tho do hdi truyén gido cai quan. Nguyen Ba
Tong ti€p tuc hoc tap tai trudng Catholic Lycée D’Adran tir ndm 1880 dén ndm 1882, r6i hoc tai trudng
dc‘)ng G Sai Gon vao nam 1883. Nguyen Ba Tong dugc phong linh muc ndm 1896, va trd thanh thu ki cla
giam muc dia phan Sai Gon. Nam 1917, vi li do stic khoé, 6ng phai rdi xuéng Ba Ria va sau d6 trg vé lam
nguGi diing dau gido x& Tan Dinh vao ndm 1926, dong thdi lam g|am doc CG quan Mission Press. Nguyen
Ba Tong tich cuc hoat dong trong ddi s6ng van hoc Thién chla gido. Ong la dong tac g|a mot cubn sach
gido khoa dugc phé bién réng rai, danh cho cac trudng tiéu hoc Thién chla gido. Va éng cling chdp but
cho phién ban tiéng Viét tac phé’m san khdu Khd hinh cia Chia Gié-xu (The Passion of Christ), dugc
dung vao ndm 19178, Cudi nhitng ndm 1920, Nguyén Ba Tong chu du khdp Viét Nam néi chuyén va
nhan doé cd kinh nghiém phéat biéu trudc cdng ching. Pay ciing la Ii do quan trong d€ Rome quyét dinh
chon &ng lam gidm muc Viét Nam dau tién vao ndm 1933%.

Viéc t&n phong Nguyén Ba Tong 1a su' kién quan trong nhat trong Gido hoi Thién chla gido Viét Nam ké
tr khi c6 nhitng chién dich bai Thién chuia gido vao thé ki XIX, va di nhién la su kién vui mirng doi véi
ngudi Thién chua gido Viét Nam. Paul Vang, thu ki cia gidam muc Sai Gon va ba vi linh muc khac da ho

6 Joseph Tran, Lich su’ cu Séu (Qui Nhan: Imprimerie de la Mission, 1930), 6. Van ban nay khéng nhic dén tac gia,
nhung dugc cho la Joseph Tran trong P. Quynh, “Cau chuyén ba thé€ ky. T cu hién dén Bic Cha Tong”, Sacerdos
Indosinensis, June 1933 and September 1933.

47 P, Quynh, “Cau chuyén ba thé ky. T cu hién dén Blic Cha Tong”, Sacerdos Indosinensis, June 1933 va September
1933. P. Quynh dudgc coi la linh muc Hoang Quynh, ngugi Ianh dao cudc khang chién clia nguGi Thién chia gido Phat
Diém tir ndm 1945 dén nam 1954 va sau nay la mot nhan vat quan trong trong nhitng cudc tranh luan chinh tri &
Viét Nam Céng hoa. .

B A, Cransac va Nguyén Ba Tong, Luoc bién cdch thuc day hoc (Sai Gon — Tan Dinh: Imprimerie de la Mission, 1924)
va Nguyen Ba Tong, Tudng thuong kho (Sai Gon — Tan Binh: Imprimerie de la Mission, 1912).

* Tiéu s cua Nguyen Ba Tong trong tdc phdm clia Paul Vang “Ti€u sir Blc cha Jean-Baptiste Nguyen Ba Tong,
trong Nguyén Bé Tong, Gidm muc tién khdi Viét Nam, cudc hanh trinh Roma (Sai Gon — Tan Binh: Imprimerie de la
Mission, 1934) va Phan Phat Hudn, Viét Nam gido su’(Sai Gon: Clu thé tung thu, 1962), 2: 249-251.
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tdng Nguyén Ba Tong trén duding dén Rome. Ho di qua Singapore, Djibuti, Colombo, Port Said va Phap;
rOi qua nga Lebanon va vung dat thanh Palestine dé vé nudc. Day la mot chuyén di nhé daoi, chua co
nguGi Viét Nam nao tung trai qua mot cudc hanh trinh nhu thé.

Paul Vang c§ gang ghi lai cam tudng trong sudt hanh trinh, dic biét 1a thdi gian & Vatican. Ong mo ta
kho bau clia Nha thd Basilica, canh tugng ruc r§ clia nhitng chi€c do choang dé cla cac vi giam muc, am
thanh vui vé clia nhiing chi€c kén trompet bang bac, giong ca tuyét vai khi nghe nhitng bai kinh, bai
tung ca, thanh ca... canh thanh binh sau 13ng cta nhifng phit cdu nguyén trong yén I8ng, va cudi cliing
la su trang trong clia Nguyén Ba Tong khi 6ng di vao, khi 6ng budc Ién buc, khi 6ng ngdi xudng vi tri cao
nhat ma mét ngudi Viét Nam ting gianh dugc trong Thanh dudng nay. Paul Vang nhan thic dugc gidi
han cutia ngdn tir ctia 6ng: “Vé uy nghi va dudng bé & day that khong but nao ta xiét. Phai chiing kién thi
mdi hi€u dugc. Ngudi cd vinh du’ nhin thdy mét [an thi dén chét cling khdng thé nao quén®®”. Mc du
nhitng ngudi Thién chda gido Viét Nam khac khong cd may man trai nghiém nhitng diéu ma Paul Vang
va ba dong bao clia 6ng tirng trai nghiém, nhung hang ngan ngudi da dudc chia sé kinh nghiém dé khi
ho doc nhitng bai vi€t cla 6ng trén tG nhat trinh Nam Ky Dja Phdn. Cubi cudc hanh trinh, do dan ching
doi hoi qua nhiéu vé Ie tdn phong Nguyéen Ba Tong, Mission Press & Sai Gon da cho xuat ban tap bai viét
clia Paul Vang, trong d6 cé ca tiéu st cua vi tan gidm muc va mdt vai burc thu' cia dng, ciing nhu' nhiing
birc &nh chup trén dudng di va nhitng bai bdo viét vé Ié tan phong’’.

Nh& nhiing bai viét ciia Paul Vang ma tinh than phan chan cang gia tang khi vi giam muc vé gan dén qué
huong. Hang ngan ngudi Thién chia gido da d6i mua dé€ don 6ng & Sai Gon*%. Hang chuc ngan ngudi
doc vé I ti€p ruGc trong ngay 6ng tré vé qué huong, va khi Nguyén Ba Tong cdng du Béc Ky thi ho tu
tdp dé€ chao dén 6ng & Nha Trang, Qui Nhon, Hué (nci 6ng yét kién Hoang dé€ Bao Pai), Vinh, Thanh
Hoa, vung dat Thién chla gido xung quang BuUi Chu va & gido phan mdi la Phat Diém, ndi 6ng s tri
nham. Nguyén Ba Tong két thic cudc hanh trinh  Ha N&i. Khoang ba giG chiéu ngay th{r sau, chudng
dong hd Nha thG Lén Ha NGi bat dau rung, bao tin rang vi tan giam muc da téi. Hom dy nha trudng cho
nghi cho nén c6 rat nhiéu tré em trong s6 hang ngan ngudi ding dgi d€ chao dén vi tan gidm muc. Ho
méc quan 4o trang todt, canh tay c6 deo bang chif thap do, vay c& va bi€u ngif cé in hinh vi tan gidm
muc. C4 ca quan chlc ngudi Phap, quan lai ngudi Viét véi du le bo, nhitng ngudi cd danh vong mac quan
ao xanh da trdi, réi nhitng doanh nhan va thudng gia c6 uy tin ciing ra dén 6ng. L&i cam on cla vi tan
giam muc dugc moi ngudi nhiét liét vo tay. Ba ngay sau 6ng c6 bai thuyét phap tai Nha thd Ldn Ha Noi.
Nha thd Lén dugdc xay dung ndm 1886, nhung day la lan dau tién mot ngudi Viet Nam giang dao trong
nha thd nay™.

Trong nhifng bai ndi chuyén véi cong ching & Ha Noi, Nguyén Ba Tong khang dinh niém tin cla éng
réng Thién chla gido & Viét Nam dang & trong giai doan hdi sinh. Ong néi: “Ching ta hdy chlc mimg
tudng lai ctia Nha thd & An Nam. Trong khi budi 1€ nay 1a tudng nhd qua khdr... nhung né chu yéu néi vé
tuang lai”. Vi gidm muc nguing lai d€ chic mimng cac nha truyén gido, nhitng ngudi “da & lai trén chién
trudng, ngay ca trong nhitng gi& phdt nguy hi€ém nhat, mau cua nhiéu ngudi trong s6 ho da hoa tron vdi
mau cua nhiing con chién cta ho” va 6ng hai nhiing nguGi dang thanh kinh dang lé bén canh dé chic
chan réng “I6i cdu nguyén cla ching ta, trong cai ngay dang ghi nhd nay, sé dé dang vugt qua moi bién
gidi cua cudc dai tran tuc nay, tham qua nhitng ngdi mé va mang dén cho nhiing ngudi ma chung ta goi
la d& chét, nhung thuc ra van con séng, I6i chirng vé tinh bang hitu cla ching ta, 16i chirng con manh
mé hon ca cai chét!” Tuy nhién, vi tn gidm muc dén Ha NGi khdng chi dé nhéc nhg ma con dé tai tao.
Ong nhdc dén nhitng ngbi trudng mdi va nhitng truGng dong mdi ma 6ng da thay trén khdp dat nudc,
nhdc dén canh tugng mirng vui cla nhitng ngudi dén chao 6ng va “duc tin, tinh than xa than, tinh than
hoa thuan va nhiét huyét” cta rat nhiéu linh muc Viét, nhitng ngudi da gilp xay dung va cing cd nhiing
ngobi trudng do. “Nhd cong viéc ma ta nhan ra nguGi nghé si”, 6ng ndi, “va day la mot cong viéc tuyét

50 paul Vang, Nguyén B3 Tong, Gigm muc tién khdi Viét Nam, cudc hanh trinh Roma, 76
51 Nhu trén.

52 »G3j Gon fait une belle réception & Mgr. TONG", L Avenir du Tonkin, Novembre 4, 1933,
53 A. T.,“S. E. Jean-Baptiste Tong & Ha Noi”, L Avenir du Tonkin, Novembre 17, 1933.
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vGi, réng I8n, vi dai”. Doi véi vi tédn giam muc nay, sy vi dai cia Nha thg & Viét Nam khong phai la nhitng
hi sinh ctia né trong qua kh(r ma 13 dic tin ma 6ng dang chitng kién & xung quanh®*.

Viéc tan phong giam muc ngugi Viét la sy ki€én ma ngay ca nhing linh muc ngugi Viét dugc dao tao ki
luBng va nhitng nha tri thirc Thién chia gido cling coi la mét thay ddi 16n va nhiéu ngudi nghi rang
nhitng nguGi Thién chla gido binh thudng sé& khé chadp nhan. Mét linh muc & Phat Diém lo Idng rdng tan
giam muc khé ma dap (g dugc ki vong cta céc tin hitu ¢ Phat Diém.> Con Diic cha Marcou, vi gidm
muc ma Nguyén Ba Tong k&€ nhiém, thi lo rdng ngudi Thién chla gido & Phat Diém sé khdng hiéu dugc
giong Nam BO cua tan giam muc. Thai do, it ngudi Viét co diéu kién nghe nhiing nguGi Viét & cac vung
khac néi*®. Noi lo cé vé nhu la nho néy thé hién mai quan ngai thuc su' ctia nhiing ngu‘di Thién chua giao
Viét Nam veé viéc tlep nhan su thay ddi nhu thé trong cbng dong trong kh|y tudng vé mot cong dong ton
gido dan tdc van con xa la. Sau khi biét tin minh s& dugc tan phong, Nguyen B4 Tong viét thu cho nhiing
ngudi Thién chla gido & Sai Gon dé thuyét phuc ho réng tdn phong s& Ia mét tin tét lanh. “Ca bén trong
IAn bén ngoai qudc gia, ching ta 1a mot Nha thd®”, 6ng viét nhu thé. “Nam, Béc 1a mot dan toc théng
nhat”. Sau khi vi gidm muc ra di, ngudi Thién chia gido & Sai Gon da tién hanh chién dich nham tim hiéu
quan diém clta nhitng nha 18nh dao Thién chla gido Viét Nam vé phong trao ma ho goi 1a Phong trao
70ng va coi nhitng quan diém nay — da sd 1a ing hd - nhu bang chirng rang tan gidm muc la mot budc
ti€n doi vdi tat cd moi ngudi Thién chla gido Viét Nam.

Mot trong nhitng thi du nhu thé 13 cudn sach cia Nguyén Hitu Lugng vSi nhan dé Auc Thdy Jean-
Baptiste Tong, Gidm muc dia phdn Phat Diém, xuat ban nam 1934. Trong nam tan phong Nguyén Ba
Tong, tac gia cudn sach, von la mot ki gia viét cho mot s6 t& bao Thién chla gido Viét Nam, da thuc hién
mot loat cudc phong van vé vi tan giam muc va tap hgp thanh mét cubn sach kém theo IGi binh cla
chinh minh. Nguyen Hitu Lugng ca ngdi vien kién cua Nguyen Ba Tong, coi Nha thg Thién chla giao Viét
Nam nhu 13 t8 chirc dan dau cua gido hdi Thién chla gido A chiu, va khadng dinh rdng viéc tdn phong
ong la tin hiéu cho thay “tinh than qudc gia” clia cdng dong Thién chda giao Viét Nam, du bi nhiing su
kién khd khan cla thé ki XIX kim nén, lai mot [an nifa bat dau dom hoa két trai. Nguyén Hiu Lugng
phong van cac gido dan kiét xudt ¢ mién Nam nhu Paul Vang, Doan Quang Dat, giam d6c mdi cla
Mission Press, va Matthieu Blic, mot nha vén Thién chua gido co tiéng, dé chiing minh rang dang I€ viéc
tan phong phai dién ra tir ldu va chang bao lau nifa, nhitng ngudi Viét Nam khéc cling sé gianh dudc dia
vi tuang tu. Nhdm xua tan bdt noi ban khodn vé viéc gidm muc rdi Sai Gon, nhiing ngudi dudc phong
van déu ndi rdng nhitng chuyén viéng thdm trong tuong lai s& ngan va khdng thudng xuyén, nhung day
la diéu ma nguGi & vi tri quan trong nhu thé phai lam. Nhu Paul Vang ndi trong bui phong vén: “Mot
ngudi quan trong nhu Blc gidm muc khdng cd thi giG & 1du mot cho... Néu khdng, ngai s& khéng thé
hoan thanh dudc nhiém vu®®”.

Viéc 1am dau tién ctia Nguyén B Tong sau khi dugdc tan phong, tiic chuyén di clia 6ng tir Sai Gon ra Ha
NOi, la mot su kién ddi vdi tat ca ngudi Thién chla gido Viét Nam. Tan giam muc di gan b6n tuan mdi téi
mién Bac, va & tram dirng chan nao, 6ng cling dugc chao dén mét cach trong thé. Cac gidm muc, cac
nha truyén glao cac quan chirc Phap va Viét, cac linh muc va rdt nhiéu nguGi mé dao kéo dén, thuGng
tlr rat xa, dé chiém nguBng va nghe IGi cau chic cia 6ng. Nhitng budi dén tlep thudng dién theo dung
nghi thifc. Nguy&n B& Tong dén bang 6 t6. Cac quan chiic hang tinh dgi don 6ng. Ong ndi I5i cdm dn vé
vinh du ma ho danh cho 6ng - bang tiéng Phap, néu cé cac quan chiic Phap, sau dé bang tiéng Viét. Roi
6ng dan dau doan diéu hanh dén mét nha thg gan dd, budc Ién bé thg, doc Kinh ta an va thudng doc lai
trong cac nha thd bén canh. Mét dan dong ca da dgi san dé hat quéc ca hodc bai hat ca nggi dng, dugc
sang tac riéng cho su kién nay. Tan gidm muc con ghé thdm céc dia diém khac, nhu nha & cla cac linh
muc, trudng dong, trudng ti€éu hoc, cac ho dao, tu vién, cac dai tudng niém. Nhan dan thudng ding doi

54 v5, E.Momseignieur Tong a préché Dimanche 19 Novembre 1933 a Iéglise cathedrale de Hanoi”, LAvenir du
Tonkin, Novembre 20, 1933.

55 Liéu Huu, “Phat Diém — Tan Binh”, Thién chia giso Pdng Thinh, March 30, 1933.

> Bui Bic Sinh, Gido hdi Thién chia gido Viét Nam (Calgary: Veritas, 1998), 133.

57 Nguyen Ba Tong, 7ho buc Cha J. B. Tong gui Giam Muc dia phan Phat Diém (Sai Gon: Xua Nay, 1934), 12.

58 Nguyen Hltu Lugng, Puc thdy Jean-Baptiste Tong, Giam muc dia phdn Phat Diém (Sai Gon: Xua nay, 1934), 12.
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dé chao dén, tdng qua, hat hodc doc tha chao mirng 6ng. Tai nhitng nai nay, Nguyén B& Tong thudng
chao héi nhitng ngudi mo dao, tir cac chau hoc sinh cho dén cac linh muc va nir tu. K& hoach cubc hanh
trinh cd thay déi, nhung khdng 16n — thi du nhu’ & Sai Gon, ¢ nhiéu y&u nhan can gap va nha trudng can
thdm hon, nén 6ng danh nhidu ngay han. O Hué, 6ng gip vi Kham s Toa thanh va yét kién vua Bao
Dai.

Céc nha bao thap tung Nguy&n B4 Tong trong I& t&n phong va nhitng chuyén du hanh cho réng day 13
mot trong nhitng su kién quan trong nhat trong lich sir Thién chda gido Viét Nam. Ngon ngir ho dung
cling cho thdy nhiéu diéu — cac nha bao thudng mo ta viéc tan phong nhu la cai cay da dugc trong, mot
cai cay cao nhat trong vuGn hoa, ma re da dam sau va sé cho hoa trai trong nhitng ndm ti€p theo. Mot ki
gia con viét rang ngay vi gidm muc rdi Sai Gon 1én dudng di Rome “ngudi md dao ba mién, tir Nam chi
Bac, déu ngay dém ndng long chd ngai, ho chd dgi nhitng tin t6t lanh, lam cho ngay ca nhiing ngudi
khdng c6 dao cling phan khai*®”. Blic cha Marcou con nhan xét vé an tugng ma chuyén di d tao ra cho
nhifng ngudi ngoai dao nhu sau: “Nhitng ngudi ngoai dao cling to thai dd ton kinh va chan thanh trong
nhitng budi chao mirng D¢ cha Tong, cho phép ching toi du doan s6 ngudi cai dao sé gia tdng dang k&
trong tat ca cac gido phan Viét Nam. ... Trong gid phat nay, khong lang xém nao khéng biét rang da co
mat vi gidm muc trén dat An Nam®”. Bdi véi nhiéu quan sat vién, tan gidm muc ding 1a mét phép mau.

Nhifng quan sat vién trong chuyén du hanh clia dirc giam muc rat quan tam dén nhitng ngudi Viét Nam
binh thudng, tdc la nhitng ngudi dén chirng ki€én dudng di ciia 6ng. Phan I8n cac ban tudng trinh déu noi
dam dong Ién dén hang ngan ngudi, nhitng ngdi nha khiém tén nhat ciing dugc trang hoang véi cG va
den I6ng bang gidy, va ghi nhan bao nhiéu ngudi mua anh va buu thiép cd in hinh éng. Mot tiém chup
anh & Sai Gon (tiém Modern Photo) da bién viéc tdn phong thanh chién dich quang cdo méi bang céch
ban nhitng birc anh giam muc Nguyen Ba Tong kich thudc bon nhdn sau va ndm mugci nhan sau mugi
(“P&t hang tUir xa s& phai tra thém tién van chuyén®”). Ta cling cé thé thdy quan diém cla ngudi Viét
binh thudng qua nhitng bai thd ma ho dang trén nhiing td bao Thién chlda gido nhdm vinh danh 6ng.
P&y la nhitng bai tho clia hoc sinh, cla sinh vién truGng dong, linh muc dia phuang, noi truc ti€p vai Blc
giam muc bang ngdn ngit sung kinh chang khac gi, thdm chi con han, cac nha bdo va cac nha truyén
gido. “Tat ca cac dia phuong trong ba ky cung vinh danh ngai, tr Nam tdi Bac udc ma clia moi nha déu
dugc thuc hién”, mot dao hitu da viét nhu th&%2. M6t bai tho khac, cta linh muc & Hué da hoi réng lam
thé nao ma Plc gidm muc xudt than tir Sai Gon va dang dai dién cho Phat Diém lai cd thé dai dién cho
mién Trung vi “chung con déu la con Lac, chau Hong®3”. Nguyén Ba Tong hoi dap cong khai nhiéu bai tho
va thu gii cho 6ng. Ong thudng nhdc lai cdu da viét cho céc linh muc & Sai Gon trudc khi 1én dudng di
Rome: “Ca bén trong lan bén ngoai qu6c gia, chL’mg ta [a mot Nha tha”. “Nam, Bac la mét dan toc théng
nhat... Tat ca moi ngudi trong moi ving trén ca nudc phai nhu cing mot trai t|m64”

Viéc tan phong Nguyen B4 Tong 1ap tlc dugc ki niém nhu mot ngdy I€ trong clia Nha thd Thién chia
giao Viét Nam va van dugc coi la ngay I& trong nerng nam sau do. Ban Thiéu Nién, mot tap chi cla
thanh nién Thién chda gido, danh han s8 ra thang 6 ndm 1938 dé ki niém ngay vinh danh Ddc gidm muc
cach dé nam nam. “Ngéy dd”, mét tac gia viét, “la ngay ma danh du cta Viét Nam trG nén rd rang truGc
thé gidi, la ngay ma thé gidi bi€t dén tén chung ta, nghe thdy ti€ng néi clia ching ta, von trudc d6 van bi
lu m& hoac bo qua D& véi tac gia nay, Nguyén Ba Tong d3 “md ra con dudng tién bd cho tudi tré”; 6ng
da “cdy vao dau 6c ho niém hi vong, long tu trong va tinh than déc 1ap®>”. Trong [an ki niém th& mudi Ié
tadn phong, cac linh muc & Phat Diém lai t& chirc ngay |é nhu 13 ngay cla su tién bd. Gidng nhu cac linh

5 Dia phén Sai Gon d& nghinh tiép Buc Cha J. B. Tong tién khdi gidm muc bén quéc mét céch rét long trong, Nam
Ky Dia Phdn, November 22, 1933.

60 Marcou to Deguébriant, November 22, 1933, Marcou Letters, SMEP.

81 Xem Nam Ki Bia Phén Supplement, 1933.

62 “Kinh tdng BUc cha J. B. Tong", Nam Ki Dia Phén, February 16, 1934.

83 Nhiéu tac gia, “Céc cha Hué mimng BUc Cha J. B. Tong”, Nam K7 Dla Phan, Thang 11 ngay 23, 1933.

64 Nguyén Ba Tong, "Puc cha J. B. Nguyén Ba Tong dap tUr cho cac linh muc bdn quéc 6 Hué”, Nam Ki Bia Phén,
March 2, 1933.

85 “Ban thiéu nién véi ngay ki niém thu phong clia Dirc Gidm Muc Gioan Baotixta”, Ban Thiéu Nién, June 1938.
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muc & Hué nam 1933, cac linh muc & Phat Diém cling coi viéc tan phong nhu cau nGi Nha thg Thién chia
gido Viét Nam vdi qua kh(r huyén thoai cia ngudi Viét Nam. “Day la [an dau tién”, ho viét, “me Lac nhin
thdy mot trong nhitng ngudi con ctia minh dugc doéi Ién dau vuong mién bang vang, dudc cdm quyén
trugng bang ngoc bich, va di trong tiéng kén ddng tir chau Au qua khdp Ianh thé cla ngudi Viét, tir Nam
ra Bac, trudc khi c3m ré sau va tod bong mét che chd cho gido phan Phat Diém®®”. H6 Ngoc Can, giam
muc ngudi Viét th( hai, néi rdng ngay tan phong Nguyén Ba Tong la ngay ma Chda Clu thé cla Viét
Nam da tGi, day la “ngay ma Chua than yéu cla chdng ta nhan dugc cay thanh gia tir tay Bdc Giam muc

va dén dé& cling chiu nan véi chiing ta va thay cho chiing ta®”.

Nguyé&n B4 Tong tin réng Nha thd doc 18p clia ngudi Viét cé lién két toan dién vdi hé th6ng Nha thd thé
gidi, nhung 6ng khong mudn coi viéc tan phong la su kién cd y nghia cach mang. Nguyén Ba Tong la
gidam muc ngudi Viét gan giii nhat véi quan diém clia Maximum Illud va Rerum Ecclasiae, ngudi chi trich
nha nudc thyc dan vao cudi nhitng ndm 1940 ciing nhu' phé phan cach thitc ma cac nudc thudc dia kéu
goi va chién ddu dé gianh doc Iap. Tudng tu nhu nhiéu tu' tudng gia Thién chla gido chau Au thai do,
Nguyen Ba Tong tin rang thé giGi bi tan hoang vi suy thodi va nhiing cudc bao loan, chling t6 anh hudng
tai hai clia chi nghia tu ban cong nghiép déi vdi ddi s6ng tinh than. “Su phéat trién thi€u ki€m soat clia
may maoc”, dng viét, “bién ngudi cong nhan thanh c6 may tu déng va khong dé& cho ho cd thdi gian suy
nghi... (Ngudi cong nhan) tu bién thanh mdt co may khdng 16, tim cach tiéu diét tat ca nhitng diéu tao ra
gid tri clia ddi song: tu duy, tinh cdm, tu' do, néi ngdn gon la di s6ng tam linh, dgi séng tinh than®8”,
Nguyen Ba Tong phé phan cac ton gidao khac la gido diéu va khéng co kha ndng thich 'ng vd@i nhiing
thach thirc clia ddi séng hién dai; 6ng kich liét phé phan dao Phat, dao Khéng va tuc thd clng t6 tién.
bai véi buc giam muc, su tan pha cla thdi dai cong nghiép va chu thuyét tugng doi vé dirc duc cla
nhirng “triét |i” phi Thién chla gido da két hgp vdi nhau dé tao ra chu nghia cdng san - tai hoa khung
khi€p nhat cla thdi hién dai. Gido diéu v6 than, v6 gia dinh, v6 tai san cla chu nghia nay dang lan tran
khap chau A. Nguyén Ba Tong cho rang Thién khai 1a cach ngan chan cach mang duy nhét: 6ng tin rang
chi c6 Thién chla gido véi hoc thuyét, dao dic va anh hudng xa héi clia no, thdng qua stifc manh cla
thdng diép vé tinh yéu, véi 1dng khoan dung vinh hang va phd quat, méi co thé lién két dugc su’ da dang
V€ van hoa cla thé gidi hién dai. “Néu mot lan nita xa hoi khong tré thanh xa héi ton gido thutc su”, ong
canh bdo, “thi cac vi s& khong co lua chon, vii khi clia cac vi s& chang cd gia tri gi”. Khdng cd nén tang
Thién chda gido thi s& khong cé gi ngén chdn ndi qué trinh phan ra thanh xa hdi vo chinh phi®.

Quan diém cta Nguyén B4 Tong v& Nha thd khac hdn véi quan diém cla cic nha truyén gido, nhiing
ngusGi ma trudc dé mot thé hé da gilp truyén ba anh hudng clia nuGc Phap trén toan coi Viét Nam.
Nhirng cd gang cta dng nham phat trién Nha thd Thién chla gido Viét Nam con c6 anh hudng rat lau sau
khi 6ng da qua ddi. Tuy nhién, trong nhitng ndm sau khi dugc tén phong, quan diém cta 6ng cling ngay
cang xa cach quan diém cla chinh Gido hoi clia 6ng. Nguyén Ba Tong bac bé tu' tuéng cho rang dao
Thién chua gido la ton gido cla chau Au, tirc la dong nghia véi ché do thudc dia, nhung 6ng van tiép tuc
chirng to6 1ong trung thanh véi nudc Phap, mot long trung thanh ma déi véi nhiéu ngudi |a trai ngudc vdi
y nghia nén tang clia qua trinh thdng tién cta chinh 6ng: “Khéng nghi ngd gi rdng sau nhitng viéc da lam
cho ching ta, nuGc Phap s& mai mai gilt dugc quyén cai tri ching ta. Tuy nhién t6i hi vong réng minh sé
khdng am khi khang dinh réng chiing ta cang t ra chan thanh va trung thanh véi nuéc Phép thi chiing
ta cang thay pham vi nhitng quyén tu do clia ching ta dugc mé rong hon’®”. Rt cuc 13, Nguyén Ba Tong
chua bao gi§ danh méat niém tin rdng cé thé€ c6 méi “quan hé ddc biét” gilta Phap va Viét Nam trong
quan diém mdi ctia Rome vé Nha thd Thién chla gido & chau A, rang dat nu6c cua 6ng c6 thé’Atrc’i thanh
“ngudi con ca clia Nha thG & chau A, cling nhu nude Phap la ngudi con ca cla Nha thG 6 chau Au va trén

66 “Bai chuc tir cac cha Phét Diém doc miing Buc cha Nguyén Ba Tong”, Ha Mink, July 1943,

7 Hd Ngoc Can, “Ky niém ngay Bdc Cha Nguyén Ba Tong thu phong Gidm muc chdn bdn ndm”, Trung Hoa Bso,
June 17, 1937.

8 Nguyén Ba Tong, “Tién bd cta su’ sdng/Le progrés de la vie”, conférence donné a la féte de 7eme centenaire de
Saint Dominique a Thai Binh, 24 Juin 1935. (Nam Dinh Thién chda giao Nam Thanh, 1935), 8.

8 Nguyén Ba Tong, “Deux conférences de S. E. Mgr. J. B. Tong. Em quéte de la Vérité. Evagélisation de I'indochine
depuis ses débuts”, (Nam Dinh, Ngb Viét Vién, 1941), 23.

7% Nguyén B4 Tong, “La Papauté”, 1/ Chia, Decembre 1, 1940.
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toan thé gidi”. Day la cdu Nguyén Ba Tong da ndi trong nhitng budi ndi chuyén dau tién & Nha thd Lén
Ha NOi va sé con tiép tuc xuat hién trong nhiing budi ndi chuyén va bai viét ctia 6ng cho dén tan khi 6ng
qua ddi vao ndm 1949,

H® Ngoc Can va viéc ddng vién gido dan Viét Nam

HO Ngoc Can 13 vi gidm muc ngudi Viét thr hai. Ong tré thanh gidm muc gido phan Bui Chu (gido phan
c6 nhiéu giao dan nhat Viét Nam) vao thang 6 ndm 1935, gan dung hai nam sau I& tan phong Nguyén B4
Tong. Lé tan phong H6 Ngoc Can dién ra trong thdi budi nhiéu nhucng. Kinh t& suy thodi khién tinh hinh
vén da tuyét vong & Viét Nam cang trdm trong thém; phong trao phan dé€ lan manh, va ngay cang thé
hién ro anh hudng cla chli nghia Mac-Lénin. Cling nhu & nhitng noi khac trén thé gidi, thai do thu dich
cta chi nghia Marx-Lenin déi vGi ton gido budc gidi 1anh dao Nha thd & Viét Nam phai tim bién phap
dugng dau véi anh hudng ngay cang gia tang cla phong trao cong san qudc té. Mot trong nhirng bién
phap nhu thé 1a phong trao Hanh ddng Thién chia gido (Catholic Action), mét phong trao nhdm td chirc
va dong vién tin hitu Thién chda gido mot cach hitu hiéu hon. Trén khap thé gidi, Hanh dong Thién chia
gido da 1am gia téng dang k& s& lugng céc hiép hdi Thién chida gido cling nhu huéng vao nhitng khu vuc
Xa hoi - chu yéu la thanh nién, phu nir va cong nhan - von khong dugc cac dinh ché cta Nha thd quan
tdm mét cach day dd. Nhitng t6 chfc nhu Huéng dao sinh Thién chda gido, Ngudi tinh nguyén Thién
chla gido, Thanh nién Thién chla gido nong nghiép, Thanh nién Thién chla gido nong thon va Cong
nhan Thién chia gido, da trd thanh nhitng t6 chirc quan ching déng dao nhét cla ngudi Thién chia gido
trong nudc Viét Nam thudc dia, lam cho nhiéu ngugi Thién chda gido phai suy nghi va hanh dong trudc
nhitng thach thirc ma xa hoi Viét Nam dang phai d6i mat’:. Nira sau nhitng ndm 1930, H6 Ngoc Can d3
hudng diéu dé vé phia cac cong dong tin hitu dudc t6 chirc va ddng vién tdt han, mét trong nhiing
chuyén hoa vé mét dinh ché& quan trong nhét trong gido hdi Thién chia gido Viét Nam trudc khi tdch han
khoi hang gido pham truyén gido vao nhitng ndm 1960.

H® Ngoc Can sinh ndm 1876 & Ba Chau, ngoai thanh Hué. Sau khi cha dng méat vao ndm 1886, hoan
canh budc gia dinh 6ng phai cau xin cac linh muc ngudi Viét trong nom cdu bé. Mot cha c6 ngudi Viét 83
tudi nhan nudi HH6 Ngoc Can, dua ciu dén Trudng An gan do, va bat dau day ciu chir qudc ngir va gido
li. D&n ndm tron 13 tudi, H6 Ngoc Can dudc gui vao trudng dong & An Ninh. Khi méi nhap hoc, H6 Ngoc
Can chua biét tiéng Latin, nhung cdu hoc rat chdm dé cd thé chuyén dén trudng dong I6n hon & Ph
Xuan, noi ciu to ra la mdt hoc trd xudt sdc vé vén chuang va tho phd. H8 Ngoc Can dudc phong linh
muc vao nam 1902 va lam phd linh muc xr Ké Van cho dén nam 1910, sau do6 6ng quay lai giang day tai
trudng dong An Ninh. Ndm 1924, H6 Ngoc Can dugc cir lam hiéu trudng trudng dong & Trudng An va &
dé cho dén khi dugc tan phong gidm muc’?.

H6 Ngoc Can I3 gidm muc ngudi Viét dau tién dugc tdn phong ngay trong nudc. Ngay 29 thang 6 ndm
1935, tlr khdp Viét Nam, nhitng ngudi Thién chua gido khong c6 diéu kién sang Rome du 1é tdn phong
Nguyén Ba Tong dd dén Phi Cam, ngoai thanh Hué dé chitng kién canh Dirc cha Colomban Dreyer,
Kham sir Toa thanh, lam lé tdn phong cho vi linh muc mdi. NguGi tir c& ba mién Bdc, Trung, Nam, tir
vung cao nguyén, cac nha truyén gido va cac giam muc ciing nhu rat nhiéu ngudi mé dao da cé mat tai
Ié tan phong nay. Trong khi Nguyén Ba Tong ndi bang ti€éng Latin va ti€ng Phap tai Ié tdn phong, HO
Ngoc Can phat biéu va doc I&i chao mirng béng tiéng Viét”.

Trong cong dong ton giao vdi rat it nguon boi dung cac gido si vé mét tri tué, H56 Ngoc Can la mét lua
chon hap dan cho chirc gidm muc. Ong la m6t nha than hoc va mét tri th'c hoan hdo. Tham chi, cé thé
Ong con la ngudi cam but Thién chula gido dugc xuat ban nhiéu nhat trong giai doan thudc dia. H6 Ngoc
Can bat dau viét ngay tUr dau thap nién 1910. TUr d6 dén ngay dugc tdn phong gidm muc, dng da cd bai

71 V& sy phét trién cua Catholic Action & Viét Nam, xem Phan Phat Hudn, Viét Nam gigo su; 2: 483-514.

72 Tiéu str H6 Ngoc Can dugc Iy tir “Tiéu sir Blic cha Dominique H8 Ngoc Can” cla Pierre Lugng, Trung Hoa NhSt
Bdo, May 4, 1935.

73 Xem bai tudng thuat ctia Vidi, “Le sacré de S. E. Monseigneur Dominique H6 Ngoc Can, LAvenir du Tonkin, July 3,
1935.
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dang trén hau hét moi 4n pham Thién chia gido then chét & Viét Nam,. Ong viét vé cac su kién dudng
thdi, vé lich str, vé su pham, vé than hoc va rat nhiéu dé tai khac. Nhiéu bai viét clia 6ng lic dau dugc
dang thanh nhiéu ki, sau d6 mdi dugc tap hgp thanh sach. Nhung cling cd nhiéu cuén chua xudt hién
trén bao. Dau tién la nhitng cubn sach gido khoa cho cac trudng sa hoc, trong d6 c6 cac mén nhu tiéng
Phap, ti€ng Latin, qudc nglt, toan, trich dan, nhiing cdu truyén tir Kinh thanh cling nhu nhifng cuén kinh
nhat tung va thanh ca ma ong bién dich. Nhiing cudn sach nay déu dugc xuat ban trong nhifng nam 6ng
day & An Ninh va nhitng nam dau khi 6ng lam hiéu truéng Trudng An. Trong nhirng nam 1920, trudc tac
clia H6 Ngoc Can ma rdng sang ca cac linh vuc nhu sd tay danh cho céc phd x(r va thay giang, cac linh
muc trong céc trudng dong va cac nit tu, bao gém ca nhiing tdc phdm vé cac van dé than hoc dic thu
han nhu long khoan dung va chan li, dao ddc va tu cach, va cad mot va kich trong do Lucifer va hai qui s&
danh nhau vGi mét thién than nham gianh giat linh hdn cla bay ngudi dan 6ng da pham nhiing toi ac
chét nguai.

M3c du viéc viét lach giip H6 Ngoc Can trd thanh mdt nhan vat ndi bat trong cdng ddng Thién chia gido
Viét Nam truGc khi 6ng dugdc tan phong, nhung chic giam muc lam cho 6ng tré thanh nguGi con quan
trong han. Tuong tu nhu nhiing chuyén di cia giam muc Nguyén Ba Tong cach dé hai nam, nhitng
chuyén du hanh cla vi tdn gidm muc trd thanh sy kién ndi bat trén bdo chi Thién gido sut may thang
lién. Chinh quyén thudc dia mubn gidi thiéu H6 Ngoc Can ngay giira trung tdm quyén luc ctia ché do
thudc dia va mdi 6ng ra Ha Noi ngay sau lé tan phong. Viéc vi tan gidam muc dén Bac Ki Ia mot su kién
I6n. Dan ching kéo dén chiém ngudng HO Ngoc Can khi dng di qua BUi Chu. Tai Ha N&i, chinh quyén
thudc dia dad cr nhitng quan chic ngudi Phap cao cdp nhat & Bac Ki ra don ti€p 6ng (Ian nay vi tan giam
muc chao mimg khach bang tiéng Phap’®). Sau budi ti€p, H6 Ngoc Can Ién dudng vao Nam. Mic du
khdng vao dén Sai Gon, nhung 6ng da di dén mién Trung dé vé thdm qué va du dam tang Nguyen Hitu
Bai — chinh nguGi ma no luc hang chuc nam trudc d6 da gop phan khién viéc tdn phong giam muc Viét
Nam trg thanh hién thuc. Sau d6 H6 Ngoc Can quay ra Bac qua ngad Vinh va Nam Dinh. Ciing nhu
Nguyén Ba Tong, 6ng thudng dirng lai d€ di thdm cac nha thd, cdc trudng dong, trudng hoc va ho dao.
Vi gidm muc BUi Chu dén gido phan mdi cia minh trong mot doan xe hd téng gém mudi Idm chiéc. Hoi
doan linh muc dong Mominican ngudi Tay Ban Nha va ngudi Viét diing dgi d€ chao mimng dng trong gido
phan Thién chia gido 16n nhat Viét Nam — v&i gan mot phan tu triéu ngudi”™.

Viéc t&n phong H8 Ngoc Can khang dinh réng vi linh muc ngudi Viét dau tién khdng phai la do may man,
va d3 khién nhidu ngudi Viét ngay ngat. Vira nghe dugc quyét dinh d6, “Phérd Nghia”®, moét nha vén
Thién chla gido, da nghi ngay dén m{c dd anh hudng cta sy kién nay d6i véi ngudi Thién chua giao Viét
Nam va vién canh chirc giam muc cho déng bao minh nhu sau:

Trong qué kh(, |i do d€ nudc ta chdp nhén va chiu du’ng phong trao Tay hoa la vi phong trao
nay dan ching ta 1&n con dudng tién bd, cd vé vat chat Ian tinh than. Trong moi linh vuc, ching
ta déu mong muén tién hod nhu ngudi phuong Tay, ndi mdt cach rd rang han 13 thic ddy ngudi
Viét ti€én l1én ngang hang véi nguGi Phap. Nhung hién nay ching ta da thay nhitng ngudi Viét
Nam vi dai, khong chi mot ngudi tir mién Nam may nam trudc, ma hom nay mot ngudi khac tir
mién Trung cling da gianh dugc chlic giam muc, mgt chuc vu quan trong ma trong qua khar &
nudc ta chi cd ngudi chau Au méi dugc gilr ma thoéi. Ty ban than sy kién nay da ching t6 ngudi
Viét khdng thua kém gi ngudi Au”’.

M6t nha van Thién chia gido Viét Nam khac con phan khéi dén mirc cho rang vé mat thé chét, cac gidm
muc Viét Nam cling hau nhu khéng con khac biét véi cac giam muc chau Au da gilr chlrc trudc ho. HO
Ngoc Can c6 mét bd rau trdng dai. Vi vay, “Khi ngai méc Ié phuc gidm muc thi dan ching dé [Am ma cho

74 % "arivée de Mgr. H6 Ngoc Can au Tokin”, L Avenir du Tokin, August 6, 1935.

75 Nguyén Thanh Huong, “Cudc nghénh ti€p Dirc Cha HO Ngoc Can khi ra Bui Chu”, Trung Hoa Bédo, August 5, 1935.
76 Pay la but danh cla L& Thién Ba (1891-1982), ki gia cta t& Nam K7 Bia Phén trong nhitng nd3m 1920 va 1930.

77 Phérd Nghia, “Céi tin cha Dominique H6 Ngoc Can 1&n ngdi d& gay nén nhiéu ndi cdm tinh”, Nam Ky Hja Phén, May
23, 1935.
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réng ngai 1d moét gidm muc Au chau!” Ciing theo nha vdn nay, vi giam muc khéng dé rau 1a Nguyén B4
Tong thudng bi [Am véi cac gidm muc ngudi Y78 (theo truyén thdng khéng dé rau).

Tinh than phan chan lan khap. Nhiing lan xudt hién trudc dam déng cla cac vi giam muc khién cac quan
chirc Phap lo lang. Cac vi tdn gidm muc quan li hai gido phan ndm sat nhau va thudng clng nhau di
thdm cac cdng ddng Thién chda gido nhan dip khai trugng trudng hoc hodc trudng dong. Cudi ndm
1935, ngudi Thién chla gido Hai Phong mdi Nguyén Ba Tong va H6 Ngoc Can dén thdm va t& chirc mot
su’ kién c6 ddng ngudi tham gia d€ chao dén cac 6ng. Trong s6 nhitng ngudi ding ra td chirc c6 Ngb TUr
Ha, ch mét nha in Thién chia gido, ngudi sau nay trd thanh cdng su’ gan giii ctia HO6 Chi Minh. Ban t&
chirc mdi cac giam muc ngudi Viét vao thai gian nay la cé chu dich, vi giam muc Hai Phong lic do, - mot
ngudi dong Dominican, Tay Ban Nha, dang di vdng va nhu thé€ nghia la khong cé dai dién gido quyén
phuong Tay tham du cac sy kién. Sau nhiéu ndm cang thang gilia nhitng nha truyén gido Tay Ban Nha
va gido dan ngudi Phap, chinh quyén thudc dia cd thai d6 canh giac véi ngudi Thién chia gido Hai Phong
nén ho du tinh hoan chuyén viéng thdm cta cac vi giam muc, mot viéc “chi lam gia téng tinh kién tri va
su’ ngoan cudng ma theo toi la d&€ phan (ng lai nhitng muc dich xa la d6i véi ton gido” cla da s6 ngudi
dan Hai Phong ma théi. Viéc 1am cho nhiéu ngudi lo 18ng hon ca la trong ban t& chirc cd nhiéu ngudi
khdng phai 1a ngudi Thién chda gido, khién “khd cd thé coi su kién nay la hanh dong hoan toan mang
tinh tén gidao”. Diéu do ching td rang ngudi Thién chda gido Viét Nam & Hai Phong “hanh dong véi mot
tinh than doc lap cong khai” va nhitng nha truyén gido & Hai Phong “da danh mat kha nhiéu quyén luc”.
Chinh quy@n thudc dia da phan (g lai mdi lo ldng nay bang cach gay éap luc déi véi hai vi giam muc va
Du;% cha Pedro Munaggori, vi giam muc via rdi dia phan Bui Chu, va két qua la |é don ti€p da bi huy
bo”.

Viéc tdn phong H6 Ngoc Can da tao ra tinh than phén chdn v6 cliing to I6n. Vira nhén dudgc tin ng dén
BUi Chu, cac linh muc 6 trién vong tir khédp Bac Ky lién kéo vé gido phdn méi dé theo hoc - dong dén noi
mot s& phai tr@ vé vi trudng dong khdng du cho chira. Viéc H6 Ngoc Can dat dugc dia vi xa hdi quan
trong da lam thay d6i sdu sic cach ti€p can cla vi tdn gidm muc déi véi thién hudng clia dng. Trong qua
khir, 6ng danh tron ba muci ndm cho viéc giang day va viét lach trong cac trudng dong. Nhung sau khi
trd thanh gidm muc gido phan BUi Chu, dng tap trung vao su’ nghiép phat trién mang Iudi t& chirc Thién
chua gido, tham gia vao cdng viéc giao duc trong gido phan, thuGng xuyén ghé tham cac trudng hoc dé
giang day va hudng dan hanh Ieé. Ong con kéu goi thanh 1ap cac hdi doan nhdm thic day thanh nién cam
két phuc ;/Ou Nha thd, va coi soc viéc thanh 13p & Bui Chu tang hoi dau tién cia Dong Mén Thanh Gia cla
cac nir tu®™.

Tuy nhién, m&i quan tdm cha yéu cda vi tAn gidm muc |a cac td chirc tdn gido danh cho thanh nién Thién
chuia gido. Trong thdi gian lam gidm muc, H6 Ngoc Can d& 1p ra 8 BUi Chu mét loat t& chirc Thién chla
gido danh cho thanh nién ma trudc dé von chi ton tai trong cac khu phd thi, roi Iap Thanh Nién Thon Qué
Thién chiia Gido, chuyén thao luén nhing vén dé ctia dgi s6ng ndng thon. Cac t6 chiic nay cd nhiéu chirc
ndng, vi du dong vién dan chung di le, cung nhau doc Kinh thanh, rifa téi cho tré sg sinh, giup dg nhiing
ngudi kém may man, roi nhitng budi hop méat va 1€ héi, thu hit dugc hang ngan ngudi xung quanh gido
phan Bui Chu va ca nhirng viing xa x6i hon. Cudc hop mat dau tién danh cho thanh nién Bli Chu, td chirc
vao cudi ndm 1936, c6 dén trén bdn ngan ngudi tham du®!. Nhitng su’ kién mang tinh quan ching nhu
thé, cling vai viéc hudn luyén cac thay gido tré do H6 Ngoc Can thudng xuyén tién hanh bat dau thu hat
cac linh muc tir khdp ving Béc Ky dén dé hoc cach t6 chirc xr dao ctia ho, nhithg ngudi sau nay sé Ianh
dao cac cong dong ton gido trong cudc Chién tranh Bong Duang lan th& nhat va cudc di cu’ cia nhiéu
ngudi Thién chda gido vao Nam trong hai ndm 1954 — 1955. Cac t6 chirc do H6 Ngoc Can gilp d3 tao

78 “pé nhi Viét Nam gidm muc”, Thién chda gido Bbng Thinh, May 9, 1935.

79 “Question de l'opprtunité de la visite prévue a Haipong de Tong et Can, 1935”, Resident Supériuer au Tokin
Nouveau Fonds (RST NF) 6925, CAOM

8 phan Phéat Hudn, Viét Nam Gigo su; 2: 264-277

81 “pai hdi thanh nién Thién chlia gido da ctr hanh cuc ki ruc rd tai Nam Binh”, Trung Hoa Bdo, October 21, 1936.
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dung con ddéng vai trd quan trong sau ndm 1945, trong viéc td chirc cac x(r dao va gilp d8 ngudi dan
trong cudc khang chién chéng quan Viét Minh®2,

Ngo Pinh Thuc va Pé nhat gia toc trong nén chinh tri Thién chia giao Viét Nam

Viéc ddng vién ngudi Thién chda gido va vai trd chinh tri cia hang gido phdm Nha thd gia tdng vao ndm
1938 cung vGi viéc tdn phong Ngo6 Dinh Thuc, vi giam muc thd ba cta Viét Nam, cling la giam muc dau
tién ¢ Nam Ky, ma cu thé |a & tinh Vinh Long. Ngd Dinh Thuc sinh ndm 1897 & Phu Cam, gan Hué, trong
mot gia dinh Thién chla gido c6 dén 9 ngudi con. Gia dinh nay cd anh hudng rat I6n dén tién trinh lich
sUr Viét Nam trong sudt thé ki XX. Cha 6ng, Ngo Dinh Kha, nhu da néi & phan trén, la mot quan chiic cao
cap cua triéu dinh Hué, cling la tac gia cia mot s6 cudn sach Thién chla gido quan trong, dong thdi la
dich gia cla tap chi han |am Bulletin des Amis du Vieux Hué (Nhiing nguoi ban cua c6’ dé Hué). Hai ngudi
em cla Ng6 Pinh Thuc la Ngbé Dinh Khéi va Ngo Binh Diém da gilp cha thuc hién nhiém vu nay. Ngo
Binh Thuc tu hoc tai cac trudng dong & An Ninh va Phd Xuan. Ndm 1919. 6ng trg thanh nguGi Viét Nam
dau tién dugc guri di tu hoc ¢ Rome. Ong nghién ctu triét hoc va than hoc & Rome, r6i dugc phong linh
muc vao ndm 1925, sau do di Paris d&€ nghién ctu gido ludt. Ong trd vé Viét Nam giang day & An Ninh va
Phu Xuan vao nam 1929. Nam 1933 6ng dudc ctr lam hiéu truéng La Providence, trudng trung hoc Thién
chla gido dau tién & Viét Nam. Nam 1935, Ng6 Dinh Thuc dugc cr lam giam doc, day la vi giam doc th
hai, cho t& Sacerdos Indosinensis va gitt chiic vu nay dén khi dugc tdn phong gidm muc®.

Trong I3 tri &n 1& t&n phong vao ngay 4 thang 5 ndm 1938, Ngd Pinh Thuc thira nhan réng li lich va kinh
nghiém séng da dinh hinh quan diém cta éng vé Nha thd sdu sic dén mirc ndo. Rome ch(r khéng phai la
nudc Phap la “qué huong vé mat tinh than”, con Hué la “qué huong bé nho” cua ong. “Vi tan giam muc
truGe hét da ngo Idi tri &n Gido hoang, sau dd la ngusi dimng dau T6 chiic truyén gido (Propaganda Fide),
Dlc cha Fumasoni-Biondi, ngudi dd “dan dat nhiing budc dau tién cta téi trén con dudng tra thanh giam
muc” trong thdi gian ong s6ng & Rome, va Buc cha Antonin Drapier, Kham s Toa thanh d Bong Duong.
Ngbn ngir ma Ngd Pinh Thuc ding d€ mé t& SMEP lam ngudi ta lién tudng dén cac Téng thu Maximum
Illud va Rerum Ecclesiae — da tao dung Nha thd & Viét Nam “bang md hdi va tudi tdm nd bang mau cla
minh”, thong qua viéc tan phong cac giam muc Viét Nam, nay SMEP trao tang Nha thG & Viét Nam “cho
Vatican vdi tat ca niém ty hao cda tinh thuong cua Thanh tong d6”. Ngb Pinh Thuc két thic bai ndi bang
cach nhac dén cha minh. Ong so sanh nhifng ndm cudi di cia Ngb Pinh Kha - khi 6ng khéng ngén can
dudc ngudi Phap luu day nha vua va nghi huu vi qua that vong vdi triéu dinh - véi nhiing th(r thach cla
Job. Giéng nhu Job, ngudi da bi Thugng d€ cam do bang vo van thir thach, Ngb Binh Kha “cling méat hét
- phdm gia, clia cai va sic khoé - trong cudc chién ddu vi Chia cu thé, nhung Thugng dé da ban
thudng cho 6ng mot gia dinh... nhitng ngudi con trai, con gai cla 6ng V@i sy tan tuy dang tu hao cla ho
vGi drc tin Thién chla gido va ldng trung thanh tuyét ddi véi T6 quéc An Nam clia ho®”.

Nhifng tuyén bo trudc dé clia Ngb Binh Thuc gilp ta thay r vi sao nhiéu nha truyén giao Phap va chinh
quyén thudc dia phan déi viéc tan phong cho éng. Trong blc thu muc vu dau tién gui dén gido phan vao
thang 8 ndm 1938, Ngb Binh Thuc khdng dinh ca quyén Iuc lan 16ng trung thanh cla 6ng v6i Rome. Sau
I5i cdm on nhitng vi tién nhiém ngudi Phdp, vi tan gidm muc di thang vao diém chinh. Cac linh muc Viét
Nam, 6ng viét, s€ chiu hoan toan trach nhiém trong gido phan mdi vi “su thiéng liéng, tri tué va hoc van
clia ho khéng thua kém gi cac nha truyén gido chau Au”. Gido phan mdi chimng té rdng Burc gido hoang
“thuong yéu, ton trong va tin tudng nhan dan Viét Nam nhu tin tudng hang trdm ngan linh hén nam
trong tay vi giam muc Viét Nam va cac linh muc Viét Nam v@i trach nhiém dua ho dén Thién dudng”.
Long tin can dugc dap tra bang long trung thanh. “Gido phan nay”, Ngd Dinh Thuc viét, “la gido phan
clia Rome... v& nguyén tac giam muc cai quan nhu ngudi dai dién cla Gido hoang... Nghia la ludt cla

82 V& vai trd clia H6 Ngoc CAn trong cac t8 chiic thanh nién Thién chla gido tai gido phan clia 6ng, xem Phan Phat
Hubn, Viét Nam gido su, 2: 264-277

83 V& tiéu sir Ngo Dinh Thuc, xem Tran Quang Chu, Hanh huong gido phan (Hué: Gidao phan Hu€, 2000), 3: 161-170
84 B3i dién van, xin xem “Di chau & t&n phong DUt tién khdi Gidm Muc Vinh Long tai Kinh B8 Hué”, Nam Ky bia
Phén, May 19, 1938
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Vatican, va khdng tuan theo luét cling 13 khdng tuan theo Vatican vay®”. Viéc gido phan cd it ngudi theo
dao dat ra nhirng thach thic to 16n d6i véi vi gidm muc nay, nhu 6ng viét trong thu muc vu nam 1938:
“Chung ta thi€u ngudi va ngudn luc... Chldng ta chua cd cd sd chung tuong tu nhu trudng Latin... chua
¢6 van phong cho gido phan, chua cé phong cho cac linh muc, chua cé nha an dudng cho cac vi linh muc
gia yéu, chua c6 nha thd chinh, chua ¢ nha & chinh thic cho gidm muc...8” Nhu cau cdp bach cua gido
phan khién Ngb Dinh Thuc trd thanh ngudi ¢6 ddng manh mé cho Catholic Action. Ong ddc biét nhan
manh vai trd ctia cac tin hitu binh thudng trong viéc khuyéch truong cac hoat déng xa hoi clia Nha thd,
va két thic bic thu véi khang dinh manh mé rdng ngudi mé dao cé trach nhiém khong chi sung kinh ma
con 1am viéc dé gilp truyén ba ngdn st (ctia Chia Ki Té6 — ND).

Ng6 Dinh Thuc la gidm muc ngudi Viét dau tién tai nudc Viét Nam Cong hoa sé dudc thanh lap trong
tuong lai, qué huong mdi ctia da phan nguGi Thién chia gido Viét Nam sau khi Viét Minh thang Phap vao
ndm 1954. Tuy nhién, vao thdi thudc dia, chi c6 khoang 20% ngudi Thién chla gido Viét Nam & Nam Ky,
chu yéu tap trung tai Sai Gon va cac khu vuc phu can. Khi Ngé Binh Thuc dén Vinh Long, 6ng thdy gido
phan nay dudc t6 chirc rat sd sai va ngudi Thién chla gido chi 1a thiéu s6 khdng dang ké&. Ong da danh
nhiéu ndm (thdi trudc 1945), cho viéc phét trién t6 chiic cla gido phan. Trong thu muc vu ndm 1939,
gidm muc khang dinh rang thdng nhat vé nghi thic 1€ nghi la yéu t6 cuc ki can thiét cho viéc théng nhét
cdng dong ton gido. Ong thic giuc ngudi Thién chia giao Vinh Long thoa thuan nhiing hinh thi'c mang
tinh tiéu chudn cho viéc hanh Ié nhu L& Mixa, I€ rira tdi va tang 1&. Ong nhadn manh réng Vinh Long can
nhiéu gido vién va linh muc, va thidc giuc dan ching di vao nhiing nghé d6; 6ng phé phan hé thdng bao
trg, rat thinh hanh & Viét Nam, ma cac nha truyén gido dung dé lua chon nhitng ngudi dugc gui dén cac
truGng dong. Mac du day la thu gui cho gido phan Vinh Long, nhung Ngé Pinh Thuc da suy nghi & tam
cong dong ton gido qudc gia: “Khi nhin ra bén ngoai bién gidi qué huong ta la ta nhin sang cac xr Lao va
Cao Mién... Néu day la nhitng dan toc yéu kém ca vé kinh té lan chinh tri Ia vi ho khong phai 1a nhiing
dan toc dugc Thugng dé& Iua chon®”. Trong thu’ muc vu ndm 1941, vi gidm muc nay tiép tuc nhan manh
nguyén Ii thng nhat va cdng ddng, va khdng dinh rdng phai thdng qua td chirc thi méi cd thé truyén ba
dudc 16ng nhan tir®®, N3m 1943, Ngb Dinh Thuc da c6 thé viét vé viéc thanh 1ap cic nhdm cdng nhan va
thanh nién, lién hé véi nhitng t8 chiic tuong tu & mién B&c®.

Ngd Binh Thuc gén bd ca v& mat vat chat 1an biéu tugng giéo phan cta 6ng vdi ving trung tdm Thién
chuia gido Viét Nam bang cach thudng xuyén thdm tha mién Bac. Mot trong nhiing chuyen di nhu thé la
vao thang 11 ndm 1940, nhan dip 1& tan phong Phan Binh Phung [am lam trg ta cho giam muc Nguyen
B4 Tong & Phat Diém®. Nhan dip nay, Ngd Binh Thuc da cling gidam muc H6 Ngoc Can di thdm gido phan
BUi Chu. Ca hai vi giam muc déu xudt than tir mién Trung. MGt quan sat vién nhan xét rang trudc khi ho
dugc tan phong, gido dan & Bui Chu va gido dan mién Trung va mién Nam “xa la v&i nhau, ching t6i chi
gan glii nhau vé thdi quen, vé s&r ménh thiéng liéng la truyén ba Phic am, vé nhiém vu mé mang nudc
Chua... Ngoéi diéu dd ra ching toi khong gén gtii, khong gdn bé nhu ngay hom nay”. “Néu ching ta la
con cua g|am muc HO, thi chiing ta la chau cta gidm muc Ngo6”, cac hoc sinh da hat nhu thé. *... Ching
ta biét rd rang Bac, Trung, Nam la ba ving gan bd vGi nhau. Gido phan Hué nhu cay cao, cd hai canh
bao vé tat ca moi ngudi mién Bac va Nam”. Ng6 Dinh Thuc dap lai bang I0i clia Thanh Augustine: “Quam
bonum et quam jucundum frates habitare in unum” [Con gi t6t dep va vui suéng bang anh em séng hoa
thuan] — ciu nay thudng dugc hat trong cac tu vién dé biéu thi tinh anh em gén bd cua cac tu si, nhung
G day nd lam ngudi ta lién tudng tdi y nghia hoan toan khac. Khi hai vi gidam muc dén tham mét trudng
hoc, hiéu trudng nha trudng d& chao ming ho bdng céu: “Xin chao cac vi giam muc cta ba mién Dong

85 Ngd Pinh Thuc, “Tha chung trong dip thiét l&p dia phan Vinh Long”, Nam Ky Bia Phén, March 23, March 26 va
April 6, 1939.

8 Nhu trén

87 -nt-

8 Xem Ngb Binh Thuc, “Tho chung dia phan Vinh Long mua chay cd ndm 1941”, Nam Ky Bia phan, March 12 va
March 19, 1941

8 Xem Ngb Dinh Thuc, 7ho chung 1943 (V& Thién chia gido tién hanh) (Sai Gon: Imprimerie de la Mission, 1943)

% phan Binh Phling dugc tan phong trg ta gidm muc véi muc dich 1a sé thay gidm muc Nguyén B4 Tong khi 6ng gia
yéu, khdng thé thi hanh phan su’ dudc. Nhung bénh tit d& quat ngd Phan Dinh Phung vao ndm 1944,
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Duang, nhitng ngudi dugc Thugng dé lién két lai & dat Bac Ky nay”. Chuyén tham ctia Ngbé Pinh Thuc
mang lai mot vinh dy ddc biét vi ngugi Thién chua gido Bui Chu bi€t 6ng la “"mét giam muc ndi tiéng,
dugc moi ngudi tir khap ndi trén thé gidi, tir chdu Au dén chau A, tir Rome dé&n An-nam nhic t&i”.

Lé t&n phong 13 thdi diém budc ngodt trén con dudng hoat ddng chinh tri cia Ngé binh Thuc ciing nhu
cta hai ngudi em 6ng la Ng6 Binh Diém va Ngé Pinh Nhu. Lé tdn phong la viéc chuyén giao ngon Itfa
tinh than dan toc tir nhitng nguGi gia han, nhu cha 6ng, Ngoé Dinh Kha va cha d& dau cua 6ng, Nguyen
Hiru Bai, sang nhi*tng ngudi dai dién cho ludng tu tudng sé trg thanh chl dao cua tinh than quéc gia
khoéng cong san & Viét Nam. Le tan phong khdng chi vinh danh Ngé Binh Thuc nhu mét ngudi Thién
chia gido xudt chling, ma con la thanh vién ctia mét gia dinh danh gia nifa. Bia diém cir hanh le tén
phong tai Phu Cam cling day ki niém vé Ngb binh Kha va Nguyéen Hitu Bai - Nguyen Hitu Bai tirng cd vai
tro tich cuc trong viéc xay dung chinh nha thg nai sé dien ra le tan phong Ngé Dinh Thuc®®. Hau hét moi
tudng trinh vé le tan phong déu gdi nhd tdi Ngb binh Kha va Nguyen Hiu Bai va nhitng déng gép cua ho
d6i véi Viét Nam. Mot s8 bai thdm chi con chi viét vé t6 tién lay Iiing cla vi tdn gidm muc nay. Trong mét
bai bao ki€u nhu vay, tac gid khdng dinh vai tro cia Ngb Dinh Kha trong viéc thanh 18p Trung Quéc
hoc, mét ngdi “trudng qudc hoc” ndi ti€éng & Hué, va vai trd ciia Nguyen Hitu Bai trong viéc gui sinh vién
Viét Nam di du hoc, lam cho ho tré thanh nhitng nguGi dau tién “quan tam tdi viéc dao tao ra nhiing
ngudi tai gidi, dao tao ra mbt nén van hoa mai va mét thai dai méi” ma Ng6 Dinh Thuc la mét thi du
sang chéi®. Bao chi con cho in blrc anh Nguyén Hitu Bai uy lao cac hoc sinh du hoc & Rome, trong dé c6
Ngé Binh Thuc, khi dng dén thdm thanh ph6 nay. M6t s6 bai tha cua Nguyen Hitu Bai cling dugdc doc tai
lé tan phong nira.

L& tan phong Ngd Binh Thuc va su’ quan tdm ma dng nhan dugc sau dé khdng chi tén vinh gdc gac dan
tdc chd nghia cta chinh 6ng, ma con tao ra budc ngodt co y nghia cho nhiing nguGi em day tham vong
chinh tri cia éng. Cac nha s hoc biét tuong ddi it vé hoat dong cia Ngb Dinh Diém va Ngb Dinh Nhu
trong nlra sau thap nién 1930. Ng6 Dinh Diém van séng & Hu€ va tham gia vao cong viéc triéu dinh (dugi
su giam sat clia ngudi Phap), mdc du sau khi rdt khéi chinh phu cia Bao Pai vao nédm 1933 6ng khong
gilt chlrc vu gi nifa. Ngd Dinh Nhu thi hoc & Phap cho d&n n&m 1938, DGi véi ca hai anh em, 1€ tan
phong Ngb Dinh Thuc va nhiing chuyén du hanh cua vi gidm muc nay qua khdp cac vung Viét Nam la co
hoi xudt hién cong khai trudc cong ching ngay trudc khi Thé chién II khdi su, cling la giai doan ma Ngo
Pinh Diém bét dau khuyé&ch truong hoat dong theo dudng I6i dan tdc chu nghia clla minh®. Ngd Pinh
Thuc dugc hai ngudi em thap tung trong nhiéu chuyén cong du, va khi bao chi viét vé Ng6 Dinh Thuc, ho
cling viét vé gia dinh 6ng. Chuyén di dai nhat cia Ngo Dinh Thuc trong nhitng thang dau sau khi dugdc
tan phong la qua vung déng bang séng Curu Long. Ngd Dinh Khéi, Ngd Dinh Diém va Ngb Pinh Luyén
(cing con cua Ngd Dbinh Khéi la Ngd Dinh Hudn) da ho tdng vi tan giam muc gan nhu su6t ca chang
dudng phia Nam; ho di cung véi 6ng dén thdm nhiéu Nha thd va trudng dong & Sai Gon, gap g& cac linh
muc va tri thirc ndi tiéng, roi theo 6ng ra ngoai thanh phd va dugc nhitng ngudi Thién chia gido & dong
bang sdng Clru Long dén chao®®. Sau nay, trong mot chuyén di ciia Ngb Dinh Thuc ra mién Béc vao cudi
ndam 1940 thi Ng6 Dinh Nhu da tir Ha Noi t&i va di clng véi anh khi vi gidam muc nay gap gd ngudi Thién
chla gido & Phat Diém va Bli Chu. Day la mot su kién cd y nghia néu xét rang sau dé Ngb Dinh Nhu
hoat dong chinh tri & mién Bic dudi danh nghia céng doan cua nhitng ngudi theo dao Thién chla gido” .
Cung véi nhitng bai bao viét vé viéc tdn phong Ngd Dinh Thuc, t& Nam Ky Bia Phén con chic mimng Ngd

91 “Bii Chu tiép rudc hai vi thugng tan: Bic cha Memasle (Hu&) va Ngd Binh Thuc”, Pa Minh Ban Nguyét, January 1,
1941.

%2 Nha thg nay sau bi d6 nat va dugc giam muc mdi ctia Hué & Ngd Binh Thuc xdy dung mdi vao ném 1960.

3 Nguyén Van Thich, “Nhitng ngudi trong ngudi”, Vi Chda, June 10, 1938.

%% Khong ¢ td bao nao néi dén su hién dién clia Ngd Pinh Nhu trong 1& tdn phong Ngd Pinh Thuc vao thang 5 ndm
1938, nhung Ngd Dinh Nhu lam & Thu vién va Van khé qudc gia cho dén cudi nam do.

% Xem Ed. Miller, “Vision, Power and Agency: The Ascent of Ngb Dinh Diém 1945-1954", Journal of Southeast Asian
Studies 35, no. 3 (October 2004), 433-458.

% “prc cha Phérd Ngd Pinh Thuc vao Nam”, Nam Ky Bia Phan, June 30 va July 7, 1938

%7 Bui Chu ti&p rudc hai vi thugng tan: Biic cha Lemasle va Ngb Binh Thuc, Aa Minh Ban Nguyét, January 1, 1941
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Pinh Nhu nhan dip dng t8t nghiép trudng Ecole de Chartres & Phap® va cho déng nhitng bai viét vé
thanh tich cua tirng ngudi trong gia dinh®. Khdng nghi ngd gi réng viéc tdn phong Ngd Binh Thuc la viéc
cla ca mot gia dinh.

K&t luan: Cac giam muc Viét Nam va tinh hinh chinh tri sau khi gianh dugc doc lap

L& Hifu TU, vi gidm muc ngudi Viét th(r tu, dugdc tdn phong vao ngay 1 thang 11 ndm 1945'%. Pay la I&
tan phong dau tién trong nudc Viét Nam doc Iap, ciing la le tdn phong dau tién khéng c6 sy hién dién
cla cac giam muc va cac nha truyén gido chau Au. Su kién nay danh dau tdm quan trong cla cac vi giam
muc ngudi Viét trong chu nghia dan toc vé van hod dang phat trién trong cdng dong Thién chla gido
Viét Nam, dugc ban tuyén ngbn doc lap do HS Chi Minh doc vao thang 9 ndm 1945 dét Ién. Trong suét
chin ndm chién tranh dién ra sau dd, cang ngay cang c6 nhiéu gido phan do ngudi chau Au truc ti€p cai
quan dudgc chuyén cho ngudi Viét — Ha Noi va Bac Ninh vao ndm 1950, Vinh vao ndm 1951, Hai Phong
vao ndm 1953 va cudi cung la Sai Gon, trung tam cla chinh quyén thudc dia Phap, vao ndm 1955.
Nhirng budi Ié t&n phong cé vé nhu song hanh véi qua trinh thua trén cla nudc Phap — Nha thd ciing
nhu dé€ ché dang truct dan khoi tay ngudi Phap. Theo IGi dai st Phap taiVatican, moi le tan phong lai “ha
thap thém dao diic clia dan ching, nhitng ngudi da chiu quéa nhiéu dau khé... 1am yéu di vai trd cia van
hod va ddrc hanh” ma “quyén va nghia vu cla ching ta 13 phai bdo vé b&ng moi gia'®”. Két thic cudc
chién tranh Bong Duadng lan thir nhat cling dat dau chdm hét cho cai dé€ ché ma Tong thu Maximum Hlud
da du doan tur trudc, va viéc tan phong Lé Hiiu TU cling nhu nhiing vi giam muc sau 6ng cho ngu®i ta
thdy rd rdng cac nha truyén gido chau Au c6 mét tuong lai cé giGi han trong Nha thG Thién chua gido tai
Viét Nam. Qua that nhu thé€, ndm 1960, sdu nam sau khi chién tranh két thdc va Viét Nam bj chia cat lam
hai, Rome d& chuyén giao gido phan cudi cing do ngudi Au chau cai quan sang cho gidm muc ngudi
Viét, va do vay, chinh thirc thira nhdn Nha thG Thién chda gido Viét Nam la Nha thd dan toc doc lap.

Viéc tan phong Lé Hitu Tt vao ndm 1945 nhan manh vai tro quan trong séng con cta cac giam muc Viét
Nam trong tinh hinh chinh tri phiic tap va day mau thuan sau khi gianh dudc doc lap. Chinh phd H6 Chi
Minh da clr phai doan tham du le tdn phong, trong dé cd ca nhitng nha cach mang Itirng danh nhu Pham
Van Bong, V6 Nguyén Giap va Tran Huy Li€u. Vua Bao Dai, niém hi vong clia nhitng ngugi dan toc chud
nghia bao thu va cla ca Vatican, cling c6 mat. Su cd mat cla cac chinh tri gia quan trong nhat cla nudc
Viét Nam ddc 1ap ching to rdng ché dé mdi chinh thiic cdng nhan Nha thd Thién chda gido Viét Nam.
Diéu nay con dugc khdng dinh thém qua viéc H6 Chi Minh d& nghi gidam muc Lé Hitu T lam ¢6 van cho
tan chinh phu cta 6ng ta. Hanh dong nay, cling la mot phan trong chién lugc ciia mat trén Viét Minh, tao
cho giam muc cc hoi gilp Nha thd Thién chlda gido Viét Nam, nhu Claire Tran Thi Lién viét: “tham gia
mot cach toan dién vao cudc dau tranh cho doc 1ap dan toc va nhd vay, xoa bd dugc hinh anh da an sau
bén ré vao dau 6c ngudi dan 1a Nha thd cdng tac véi luc lugng xam lude ngoai qudci®”, L& Hitu TU da
tr@ thanh, theo I5i mdt nha quan sat ngudi Phap, “linh hdn cla tinh than bai Phap'®”; khuén mat cla
Nha thd Thién chla gido Viét Nam dang bo qua qué kh( truyén gido va thudc dia, d&€ hudng vé tuang lai
nudc Viét Nam doc lap.

Lé tan phong L& Hitu TU cling la diém bao rang Nha thd Thién chda gido Viét Nam va cach mang Viét
Nam chang bao |au sau sé chia ré sau sac dén mdc nao. Lé tan phong cung cdp cd hdi thanh 1ap Mat

% “Ong Ngb Binh Nhu d&u b&ng C8 tu’ hoc”, Nam Ky Bia Phén, February 24, 1938

% P, Mudi Chi, “Tréng guong ho Ngb Binh”, Nam Ky Bia Phén, July 14, 1938

10 vigc t&n phong L& Hitu TUr cdn dua Nguyén Ba Tong, du lic @6 m néng, 1én dia vi vinh quang hon nifa. V@ tiéu
st va hoat dong cta Lé Hitu TU tir 1945 dén 1954, xem Doan D6c Thu va Nguyen Huy, Gidm muc Lé Hiu Tur va
Phat Diém: Nhitnhg ndm tranh déu hao hung, (Sai Gon: S liéu hién dai, 1973)

101 b'Ormesson, French Ambassador to the Vatican, to Schumann, minister of foreign affairs, February 21, 1950,
trong “Politique a I'egard des missions en IC, 1950-1956, Direction des Affaires Politiques, 1920-1954, 481, Fonds
Ministérielle, CAOM

102 Claire Tran Thi Lién, Les Catholiques Vietnamiens, 44.

103 Trich theo Claire Tran Thi Lién, “Les catholiques at la République démocratique du Viet Nam: Une approche
biographique”, trong Naissance d'un atat-parti: Le Viét Nam depuis 1945 (Paris: Les Indes Savantes, 2004), 265
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trén Thién chuda gido clru qudc, tiic mot phan cla mét tran Viét Minh, nhdm dua ngudi Thién chia gido
vao mat trén t6 qudc va dong vién ho tham gia vao cudc khang chién chéng Phap. Dép lai, L& Hiu TUr va
mot s6 nhan vat Thién chla gido cd danh vong khac dd ddng ra thanh 1ap Lién Doan Thién chla Gido
nham tu t8 chiic ddi séng vat chat va tinh than ctia Nha thd trong qudc gia mdéi. Hai quan diém, mot 1a
lién két, hai la doc 1ap véi cudc cach mang dan tdc, chang bao 1au sau da xung dot véi nhau. Da phan
nguGi Thién chla gido Viét Nam phdn chan trudc tinh than Cach mang Thang Tam nam 1945 va mét s6
ngudi tiép tuc gif vai trd quan trong trong cudc khang chién chng Phap do Viét Minh 1dnh dao™*. Tuy
nhién, khi cudc chién ti€p dien, cac cudc thanh triing nhifng nguGi 6n hoa va dan toc chi nghia phi cong
san khoi hang ngii Viét Minh cling nhu' nhitng vu bao Iuc chdng lai ngudi Thién chia gido d& day da sb
ngudi Thién chia gido xa rdi mat trén t& quéc va chuyén sang déi dau truc ti€p véi Viét Minh. Ndm 1949,
xung dot gilfa Viét Minh va nguGi Thién chia gido bung phat & Phat Diém va Bui Chu (Bui Chu ldc nay
nam dudi quyén cai quan cua vi tan giam muc tén la Pham Ngoc Chi). Vdi chién thang cla Viét Minh &
Dién Bién Phu va viéc chia d6i dat nudc vao ndm 1954, trung tam Thién chla gido Viét Nam nam dudi
quyén cua ché do thl nghich. Blng trudc cudc séng dudi ché do cong san, dudc nhitng ngudi lanh dao
Thién chla gido md ta bang nhiing 16i 1€ dir tgn nhat, phan I6n gido dan mién Bac quyét dinh di cu’ hodc
dan gian 1a dudc di tan vao Nam. D6i véi nhidu ngudi trong s8 nay, cudc di cu’ vi dat® nhic nhd ho vé
nhitng khé khan trong qua kh(r clia cong dong va cling c6 thém su chéng ddi cia Nha thgd Thién chla
giéltgGViét Nam vGi nha nudc Viét Nam Dan chd Cong hoa khi cudc chién tranh & Viét Nam gia tang cudng
do™".

Trong khi cac giao phan cua Lé Hitu TU va Pham Ngoc Chi cong khai chién ddu chdng lai Viét Minh thi
déng su cua ho, giam muc Ngb Dinh Thuc, da gilp dinh hinh mét xu hudng ma sau nay trd thanh luc
lugng ddi 18p cha yéu véi Viét Minh k& tir sau ndm 1945. Gia dinh ho Ngd choang véang trudc viéc Viét
Minh giét hai Ngo Binh Khoi va con trai clia ong ta vao thang 9 ndm 1945. Tuy nhién, tinh hinh chinh tri
map m& budc gia dinh ho Ngb phai thao luan khong chi véi nhitng nguGi dan toc phi cong san khac ma
con ca vdi Bao Dai va Viét Minh nita. Cho dén cuGi thap nién 1940, Ng6 Dinh Thuc van gilr thai do trung
lap vai cude khang chién chéng Phap & Vinh Long, trong khi Ngd Dinh Diém tim moi cach nham thic day
tham vong chinh tri clia gia dinh ho. CuGi ndm 1949, Ng6 Dinh Diém bac bo cac giai phap cua Phap la
lién két vai Lién hiép Phap va gidi phap clia Bao Pai 1a hgp tac vdi Viét Minh theo quan diém clia 6ng ta
vé cach mang. Khi Ng6 Binh Diém ra nudc ngoai d€ tim su Ging hd thi nhitng méi quan hé ctia Ng6 Pinh
Thuc bong trg thanh vo gia - trudc tién la ¢ Nhat Ban, sau do la Phap va Rome (ndi Ng6 Dinh Diém gdp
g3 Gido hoang), va cuGi cung la Hoa Ky, nai chifc vu giam muc ctia ngugi anh da gilp 6ng de dang thiét
Iap quan hé vdi nhitng ngudi My cd danh vong. Trong khi Ng6 Dinh Diém & My (1950-1955) thi Ngo Pinh
Thuc va Ngd Dinh Nhu da st dung mang IuGi t& chirc Thién chia gido d€ gay dung cd s& cho Ngd Dinh
Diém. Ngb Binh Thuc hoat ddng trong gido phén ctia minh, con Ngd Dinh Nhu thi thdng qua céc td chiic
Thién chda gido khac nhau nhu Thanh nién Thién chua gido va Cong nhan Thién chla giao & ca mién
Bdc lan mién Nam - tao cho Ngd Dinh Diém can c(r viing chdc trong gido dan trong sudt nhiing ndm 6ng
lam Téng théng.

Nhu céng trinh nghién ctu nay d& cd gang chi rd, viéc dong vién va chinh tri hoa cdng déng Thién chia
gido Viét Nam sau nam 1945 c6 ngudn goc sau xa trong thai ki Phap thudc. Gido hoi Thién chia gido Viét
Nam, theo mot cach nao dd, ca mot thé hé trudc nam 1945 da trai qua cudc cach mang clia chinh minh,
khdi dau tir Thé chién I, khi Vatican bat dau dua nguGi ban dia I1én cac vi tri Ianh dao Nha thd bén ngoai

104 \/& hoat ddng khang chién clia ngudi Thién chia gido, xem L& Tién Giang, Thién chua gido khang chién Nam Bo,
1945-1954 (Sai Gon: Chon, 1972) va Claire Tran Thi Lién, Les Catholigues Vietnamiens, 238, 379-381, 540-541.

105 \/& cudc di cu cia ngudi Thién chlia gido vao nam, xem Tran Quéc Bao, Cudc di cu’ vi dai trong lich stf cén kim,
(Sai Gon: Phan Thanh Gian, 1956), VE vai trd clia Hoa Ky, xem Setth Jacobs, “Christ cruecified in Indochina”: Tom
Dooley and the North Vietnamese Refugees” trong America’s Miracle Man in Vietnam: Ngo Dinh Diem, Religion, Race,
and the US Intervention in Southeast Asia 1950-1957 (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2004) 127-135.

106 Chinh tri va xa hdi Thién chia giao ¢ Viét Nam Cong hoa la dé tai quan trong nhung chua dugc nghién cu ki.
Xem Nguyen Quang Hung, Katholizismus in Vietnam von 1954 bis 1975 (Berlin: Logos, 2003); va Nguyen Hong
Duang, Hoat dbng tén gido va chinh tri cua Thién chua gido mién Nam tho My nguy (1954-1975) (HCMC: TruGng
Cao dang An ninh Nhan dén II, 1988).
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chau Au, nhiéu ngudi trong s6 d6 la cong dan nhitng viing 1anh thd thudc dia clia chau Au. Vi bi canh
chinh tri va van hoa cla nudc Viét Nam thubc Phap, su thang ti€n cla cac giam muc Viét Nam trong
hang gido phdm cua chinh ho la mdt biéu tugng va thay ddi quan trong, mdt su’ thay déi da lam cho
nhiéu ngugi Thién chla gido Viét Nam, thong qua dic tin va cong dong ctia minh, da dat van dé va té ra
nghi ng& chinh quyén thudc dia. Vi vdy, cac vi tan gidm muc cd thé Ia nhitng vi du rd rang nhat vé viéc
khdng thé tach su ti€n hod clia Nha thd Thién chla gido Viét Nam khoi nhiitng bién déi vé chinh tri va
van hod trén toan cdi Viét Nam vao nhitng nam cudi cla giai doan thudc dia. TU viéc cing c6 chinh
quyén thudc Phap hdi dau thé ki cho dén cudc Cach mang ndm 1945, nhitng thay déi trong Gido hdi
truyén gido, nhiing phuong phap mdi trong viéc gido duc va hudn luyén sg lugng linh muc Thién chia
gido ngay cang gia tang, trinh dd hoc van cla gido dan ngay cang dudc nang cao, nhitng bién phap in an
mdi va viéc nhdn manh vao td chirc da dua Nha thd Thién chia gido Viét Nam thoét khoi quéa khr truyén
gido dé tién vao tudng lai nhu Nha thd dan toc trong cdng dong Thién chia gido toan cau. Trudc hét,
truGng hgp cac vi giam muc Thién chla gido dau tién & Viét Nam doi hdi phai cé nhitng nghién cltu sau
hon vé cong dong ton gido ma ho lanh dao. Vi tri clia cong dong nay trong lich sir Viét Nam van con gay
nhiéu tranh cdi cling nhu' con bi hiéu [Am.

Nguon: Journal of Vietnamese Studies, Vol. 3, Issue 2, pp. 128-171.
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