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Kenneth T. So va Sophal Ear
Yuon va ngudi Viét: diéu gi trong mot tén ngoai dung?
Pham Van lugc dich

Xenonym
xeno “ngoai” + onym “tén”

1. 7én goi mét dén téc hoac mot ngén ngit hodc mot thanh phé... khéng do
chinh nguoi ban xi dung. Chang han, German la mdt tén ngoai dung dung dé
chi nhiing nguoi goi chinh ho la deutsch, Germans Ia mot tén ngoai dung dé chi
Deutsche, Cologne la mot chii’ ngoai dé chi Kéin, Austria dé chi tur Osterreich...
(http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/xenonym)

Bunleag Ung
ik 0, 2000

Khmer-People :
“ Is Ho Chi Minh the Indechina's Emperor 7 ™

Ngu6i Khmer (hoi): “"H6 Chi Minh la Hoang dé Dong Dudng a?”

Ngudi ta ndi, “DE hi€u ngudi khac, truc tién ban phai hi€u chinh minh”. Ching toi tin rang d6i véi
nhiing ngudi ngoai quéc mudén hiéu ngudi Khmer, biét tiéng Khmer va sdng & Cam B6t' la can thiét
nhung van khong du. Tinh cach Khmer [Khmerness] la m6t pham tru rong I6n han ngon nglr va kinh
nghiém s6ng & Cam Bét. Tinh cach Khmer la ndi tiéng Khmer, hi€u thanh ngit Khmer, thudng thirc cau
néi dla Khmer cing nhitng diém y nhi cta nd, va yéu thich &m nhac clng thi ca Khmer. D6 la su’ cdm
nhan cung chia sé v8i nguGi Khmer s6ng & Cam B6t. La ngudi Khmer khéng phai la dong nghia véi Pol
Pot. Nhitng viéc lam cuia Pol Pot hoan toan phan lai tdm hon Khmer. M6t ngugi Khmer la ngugi hanh dién
véi di san nén van minh Angkor da dé€ lai.

NguGi Khmer tirng séng dudi méi de doa tuyét ching (co 1€ tham chi da dugc chd nghia thuc dan Phap

! L&i ngudi dich: Cambodia dugc dich 1a Cam BGt, Mien 1a Mién, trong khi van gitf nguyén Campuchia, Kampuchea,
Khmer va Champa... Nhitng chif trong [...] la cia ngugi dich.
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clitu vét), va da chiing kién 18nh thd Khmer mét vao tay cac nudc ldng giéng hiing manh 1a Viét Nam va
Thai Lan. Day la thuc té trudc mat ching t6i khi viét bai bao nay.

Nhu Yimsut (2005) da ndi:

Nhifng nhan thirc nay vé [ké xam lugc] Viét Nam cling rat ddng vé mat lich sir. Cai goi la
‘Kampuchea Krom’ (viing dat ngay nay la mién nam Viét Nam — bao gébm thanh ph6 H6 Chi Minh
va vling chéu thd séng Clru Long), va cuu ‘Vuang quéc Champa’ (viing dat ngay nay 1a mién bac
Viét Nam [sic]) la hai thi du lich sir vé hanh dong thon tinh va chi nghia banh truéng cua Viét
Nam.

Bai viét nay khong cé y dinh nhin lai lich stif quan hé Khmer-Viét Nam vi day la mot van dé réng I6n.
Kang (2004:5) viét:

Trong giai doan 1813-1815, ngudi Viét d& pham vao viéc tan sat bi 8i ma ngudi Khmer ndo ciing
biét qua cum tir ‘Prayat Kompup Te Ong’. Ho ap dung cach tra tan da man nhat, theo d6 ngudi
Khmer bi chén séng t6i c6, dau ho bi dung dé ké ndi dun nudc cho cac 6ng chi ngudi Viét. Khi
cac nan nhan bi phong va dau dén, dau ho ngo ngoay. Lic dy nhitng ngudi Viét dang tra tan ho
ndi dua vai nhau, ‘Can than nao, dirng lam d6 nudc tra ctia 6ng chu'.

Please do not move ii U ‘h
the TEA WATER I]'ll“-‘hl spill 3855

Khi dugc dé nghi viét vé cach ngu‘c‘fi Khmer nhin ngudi Viét, ching t6i thdy day 1a mot viéc qua kho dé
thuc hién trong mot bai viét ngan Viéc nay can nhiéu bd sach. Tam thdi, ching ta hdy thir xem xét chi
mot chu‘dng, van dé ngon ngu‘ va chi ngudi Cam B6t dung dé chi ngudi Viét: “Yuon”. Diéu nay van con
la ngudn gdc gay ra tranh cdi vi nhiéu ngudi khdng phai la ngudi Khmer bién luan rang chir “Yuon” ham
chira ban chat ky thi chiing toc trong cach dung théng thudng cua tlr nay.

Chir “Yuon” c6 thé da bat ngudn tir chir “Yueh”, trong tiéng quan thoai clia ngudi Trung Qudc dung dé
goi Viét Nam, “Yueh Nam”. Chir “Nam” nghia la phia nam trong ti€éng Han. “Yueh”chi tén dan toc & ving
dd. Vi thé, “Yueh” nghia la Viét hay ngudi Viét trong ti€ng Han, va “Yueh Nam"” nghia la nguGi “Yueh” &
phia nam. Trong truGng hgp nay, phia nam la phia nam Trung Qubc. NguGi mién Nam phat am la
Yeaknam (vGi am “Y” [Diéc Nam]).
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Chou Ta-Kuan (Zhou Daguan [J&=#, Chu Pat Quan]), vi s gia lirng danh cla Trung Qudc dén Cam BGt
vao thé ky 13, viét trong béo céo cta éng rang da c6 mot s6 déng ngusi Trung Quéc dinh cu' & Cam BGt
vao thdi dy. Ong ndi ngudi Trung Qudc thich cudc sng & BE qudc Khmer vi dGi séng de dang han &
Trung Qudc. Nhiéu dan 6ng Trung Qudc cudi vg ngudi ban x(r Cam BGt. ChiF “Yuon” c6 thé I8y tir chi
Han “Yueh” dé& chi ngudi Viét. Néu ching ta ngam nghi vé nd, “Viét” (nhu ngudi mién bac Viét Nam phat
am) hay “Yeak” ["Diéc"] (nhu nguGi mién nam Viét Nam phat am) nghe rat giong vdi “Yueh”; va “Yueh”,
nghia la ngudi Viét, lai nghe rat gidng vai “Yuon”.

George Coedes, mdt chuyén gia vé Dong Nam A, tim th&y chir “Yuon” khic béng tiéng Khmer trén mot
tam bia thai Vua Khmer Suryavarman I (1002-1050). Adhémar Leclere, vién Toan quyén nguGi Phap da
song 25 nam tai Cam BGt, dung tir “Yuon” rat nhiéu cho trong cubn Histoire du Cambodge depuit le 1er
siécle de notre ére clia 6ng.

Trong khi do, chit “Yuon” dugc xem nhu déng nghia véi dd man (Roberts, 2002). That ra, dd man dich
sang tiéng Cam BG6t |a “Pourk Prey” hay “Phnong” (that khdng may, ciing 1a tir d€ chi mdt bd lac sdc toc
thiéu s6 mién nui séng ¢ Cam BGt). Ngudi Cam BGt goi nguGi Viét la “Yuon”, cling giéng nhu ho goi
nguGi An la “Khleung”, ngudGi Mién Dién la “Phoumea”, ngudi Phap la “Barang”, va ngugi Trung Qudc la
“Chen”. T4t ca déu 1a nhitng tén riéng ti€éng nudc ngoai dudc nhdp vao va chuyén tu sang tiéng Khmer.

DOoi khi ngudi Viét goi ngudi Khmer [a “ngudi Mién” (I€ ra ho nén dung chi “ngudi Campuchia”). Pay la
cach goi khdng chinh xac, vi “Mién” Ia tén cla mét nhdm ngudi thi€u s6 khdng thudc sic tdc Khmer.
Theo Mien Network (http://www.miennetwork.com/miencommunity/history.html),

“Ngusi Mién la m6t nhdm nho cla ngudi Dao & Trung Qudc, bat ngudn tir phia tdy nam Trung
Quoc. Theo két qua diéu tra dan s6 do Vién Nghién ctu Bo toc ¢ Chiang Mai xudt ban nam 1995,
cd trén 40.000 ngusi Mién sdng trong 173 lang & phia bac Thai Lan. C6 kha déng ngudi Mién
song & Lao (85.000 ngudi) va Viét Nam (474.000 ngudi) [han & Cam BGt], trong khi da s6 van &
Trung Qudc. Theo diéu tra dan s6 ndm 1990, c6 khoang 2,1 triéu nguGi Dao s6ng G Trung
Quéc.”

Viéc nay cling giéng nhu néi mot ngudi Anh la ngudi Basque. V& mat dia ly la hoan toan sai, nhung theo
nghia réng kha di chdp nhan dudc thi ¢ thé Ia mot dan tdc khéng cd quéc gia riéng [a nation without a
state]. Vao cudi thé ky 17, triu dinh Viét Nam & Hué dbi tén cac cong chia Cam Bt Ang Mei, Ang Pen,
Ang Peou, va Ang Snguon, tuang 'ng qua tén mang am Viét la Ngoc Van, Ngoc Bién, Ngoc TU, va Ngoc
Nguyén. Phnom Penh cling dugc biét trong ti€ng Viét la Nam Vang. That vay, mén hu tiu Phnom Penh
l'ng danh cua ching t6i dugc quang cao khac di bang tiéng Viét la “ha tiu Nam Vang”. Trong khi dé,
ching t6i goi Chau BGc va Sai Gon (bay gid la thanh phd HO6 Chi Minh) la Moat Chrouk va Prey Nokor.
bay la hién tugng tuang duong trong cach dung khi nhu chi “Yuon”, mot tén ngoai dung.

Chuing t6i phdng dodn réng su 1an 16n vé chir “Yuon” bat ngudn tir su ton tai clia chit “(ngudi) Viét”. bidu
gdy nén hi€u [am 13 ngudi Khmer chon cach dung chir “Yuon” thay vi chit “(ngudi) Viét” d& khién cho
nguGi khong phai gbc Khmer cé an tugng la ching t6i ky thi ching toc. Noi nhu thé cling tuong tu nhu
no6i ngudi nao dung chi “nguci Cam BGt” thay vi chir “ngudi Khmer” 1a ky thi ching toc.

Khi chiing t6i néi tiéng Khmer thi dung chit “Viet Nam” sé rgt ngong nghiu, nghe khong thuan tai, va chit
“ngudi Viét” tham chi con khé nghe hon. Tuy nhién, khi chidng t6i ndi tiéng Anh hay Phap, dung chir
Vietnamese hay Vietnamien co vé tu’ nhién han, va dung chir “Yuon” lai tré nén ngong nghiu.

Chang han, néu chung t6i mudn ndi “ngu phd phan I6n 1a ngudi Viét”, va néu ca hai chir “Yuon” va
“ngudi Viét Nam” déu dugc dung trong cau tiéng Khmer, két qua s€ nhu sau: “Pourk Neak Nisart Trey
Keu Chreun Te Youn” hodc “Pourk Neak Nisart Trey Keu Chreun Te Choun Cheat Vietnam”. Nhu trong vi
du nay, ta thdy can nhiéu dm tiét hon khi dung chi Viét Nam dé dién ta ngudi Viét, vi ching tdi phai néi
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“Choun Cheat Vietnam” (dich sat ting chir 1a "Qudc tich Viét Nam”) d€ ta& mét ngudi Viét. Ching toi
khdng thé ndi "Pourk Neak Nisart Trey Keu Chreun Té Vietnam", vi tir Vietnam dé chi mét nuGc. Trong
ti€éng Khmer, chit ngudi Viét thuc ra khong co, trir phi dung chi “Yuon”.

Trong ngdn nglt Khmer, hi€m khi c6 mét tir ky thi ching tdc dé€ goi cac dan tdc khac. Tuy nhién, diéu
nay khong c6 nghia la khong c6 ngon ti khiém nha. Ngugc lai, khi mudn to y thi€u ton kinh doi vdi ai,
ching t6i thém mot tinh tir “A” trudc chit dinh dung. Néu chdng t6i ndi “A Yuon” thi dé la ddu hiéu thiéu
kinh trong, nhung khdng nhat thiét 1a cdu ndi ky thi chung tdc. DE té y ky thi ching tdc, phai ding
nhitng chif nhu sau: “A Katop” (tua nhu’ danh dong mét ngu@i Viét véi cai ta I6t), “A Gnieung” (c6 thé Ia
mot cach chdi chit v8i ho Nguyén thudng cd cla ngudi Viét), hoac “A Sakei Daung” (danh dong mot
ngudi Viét véi céi vo dira). Mot s6 ngudi c6 thé so sanh chir “Yuon” véi chif “Nigger”, nhung so sanh nay
la thai qua va khdng mang tinh lich str. DU thé nao di nita, goi mot ngugi song thgi 1860 la ky thi ching
toc khi nguai ay dung chir “Nigger” la khong ding vé mat lich sir. H6i do, cach ndi nay la thong 1€, roi vé
sau trd nén khong hgp thdi nira.

Nguyén cd duy nhat cho IGi phé phan chif “Yuon” la vao thdi Lon Nol (Cong hoa Khmer 1970-1975), tu
“Yuon” qua that bi dung theo cach khinh miét Iic tan cong ngudi Viét. Vi thé, tir “Yuon” mang nghia xau
trong thap nién 1970, va nghe nodi la bi cdm dung trong thap nién 1980 khi Cam B6t bi Viét Nam chiém
ddéng. Mon canh chua Viét Nam “samlar machou Yuon” trd thanh “samlar machou Vietnam”, nhung dén
thap nién 1990 lai mang tén cii. Tat nhién, Khmer Rouge cling dung chir “Yuon”, nhu khi ho goi United
Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC, [cd quan gidm sat tdng tuyén clr tai Cam Bét do Lién
hiép quéc bao trg thanh 1ap nam 1991]) la Yuon-TAC, am chi ¢ quan nay thuc t€ la tay sai cua bang
Nhan dan Cam Bot dugc Viét Nam hau thuan. Nhung nhu da ndi, chi vi Khmer Dé va chinh quyén Lon
Nol thgi Cong hoa Khmer da cudng doat tir ngit dy, khong co nghia la né phai bi loai ra khoi ngon ngit
hang ngay.

Néu chlng toi noi tiéng Khmer va goi ngudi Viét la “A Katop”, khi dy sé bi xem la mang ndi dung xuc
pham va ky thi ching toc. Néu chiing t6i ndi “Pourk Yuon” hay chi néi “Yuon”, nghia la dan toc Viét Nam
hay ngudi Viét, khi 8y khdng cd ly do gi dé& Ién 4n ching tdi vi da néi nhu thé. Néu ching téi ndi “A
Yuon”, xin nhéc lai cling khéng han la ky thi ching tdc, nhung chdc chdn la tir ngir dé té su thiéu ton
trong doi v8i mot ngudi Viét Nam nao do, cling nhu “A Khleung”, “A Phoumea”, “A Barang”, va “A Chen”,
déu la mot tir khi€m nha thém vao mot tir mo ta binh thudng.

Long Live CAMBODIA and CHINA"s Friendship !
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Chang han, khi mét ngudi Khmer ndi “Lombol Yo, Tveu Oy Ahgn Lours Proleung”, dai khai c6 nghia la
“d6 quy, may lam tao sg mat via”. Bay giG, néu t6i thém “A” phia truéc cau nhu sau “A Lombol Yo, Tveu
Oy Ahgn Lours Proleung”, khi dy nghia trd thanh tho tuc, tuang ducng nhu noi, “d6 ché dé, may lam tao
sgd mat via”.

Tua nhu vu Taliban pha huy cac blc tugng Phat, Touch (2003) viét:

DE ngudi Viét chdp nhan mét tir khac, tir ‘yuon’, va hiéu rang tir nay khong miét thi va khong dé
tién cd 1& s& dé hon va it tdn kém hon la budc ngudi Khmer bd nd, mdt viéc cd thé doi hoi phai
pha huy cau khac d3 ton tai 1000 nam [trén tdm bia cla Vua Khmer Suryavarman I] (hodc it
nhéat 1a lam ma bét di cai chir mang tinh ‘xc pham’ trong cau khac dd) ciling nhu phai huy tat ca
tlr dién tiéng Khmer.
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